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B esteem it our duty and privilef^e most ear- 
ly to recommend to you, as members of our 
rch, our form of disciplhtb, which has been 
ded on the experience of a long series of 
s ; as also on the observations and remarks we 
» made on ancient and modern Churches, 
e wish to see this little publication in the hous^ 
very Methodist; and the more so, as it*'dftn^**'*^ 
J the articles of religion maintained more or 
in part or in whole, by every reformed Church 
le world. 

,r from wishing you to be ignorant of any 
ur doctrines, or any part of our disciplme, 
esire you to read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
st the whole. You ought, next to the word 
od, to procure the articles and canons of the 
rch to which you belong, 
e remain your very aftectionate brethren and 
ors, who labor night and day, both in public 
in privatis, for your good. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ABTICLES OF BELIQIOH AND GENERAL BULES. 

SECTION I. 
ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

There is but one living and true 
God, everlasting, without body or parts ; 
of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; 
the maker and preserver of all things, 
both visible and invisible. And in 
unity of this Godhead, there are three 
persons of one substance, power, and 
eternity— the Father, the Soix, aiA XX^ft 
Holy Ghost 



[Ca. 1. 

ir. Of the Wmd, or Son of God, wlto 
was ■made very Mem. 
The Son, who is the Word of the 
Falher, the very and eternal God, of 
out substance with the Father, took 
man's nature in the womb of the blessed 
Virgin ; bo that two whole and perfect 
natures — that is to say, the Godhead 
and manhood — were joined together in 
one person, never to be divided, whereof 
is one Cliriat, very God and very man, 
who truly suffered, was crucified, dead 
and buried, to reconcile his Father tn 
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cended into heaven, and there sitteth 
until he return to judge all men at the 
last day. 

IV. 0/ Ihe Holy Ghod. 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, is of one sub- 
stance, majesty, and glory, with the 
Father and the Son, very and eternal 
God. 

V. The Suffideney of the Holy Script- 
ures for Salvation. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all 
things necessary to salvation ; so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor 
may be proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to sal- 
vation. In the name of the Holy 
Scripture, we do understand those ca- 
nonical books of the Old «ca^ IS.^^}^ 



- «*^o viiurcn. 

The Names of the Canonical B 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
►era, Deuteronomy, Joshua, J\ 
luth, The First Book of Samuel 
econd Book of Samuel, The 
ook of Kings, The Second Boc 
ings. The First Book of Chroni 
le Second Book of Chronicles, 
ok of Ezra, The Book of N 
ih. The Book of Esther, The B 
Job, The Psalms, The Prove 
lesiastes, or the Preacher, Cani 
^ongs of Solomon, Four Prop 
greater. Twelve ProDhpta *^- 
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to the New ; for both in the Old aud 
New Testament everlasting life is of- 
fered to mankind by Christ, who is 
the only Mediator between God and 
man, being God and man. Wherefore 
they are not to be heard who feign 
that the old fathers did look only for 
transitory promises. Although the law 
given from God by Moses, as touching 
ceremonies and rites, doth not bind 
Christians, nor ought the civil pre- 
cepts thereof of necessity to be received 
in any Commonwealth, yet, notwith- 
standing, no Christian whatsoever is 
free from the obedience of the com- 
mandments which are called moral. 

VII. Of Original or Birth-Sin, 

Original Sin standeth not in the fol- 
lowing of Adam, (as the Pelagians do 
vainly talk,) but it is the corruption 
of the nature of every man, that natu- 
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r:i11y is engendered of the o£&prmg of 
Ailam, whereby man is very &r gone 
froTu original righteousness, and of big 
own nature inclined to evil, and that 

continually. 

Vm. OfFree^WUL 




Sep. 1.] 

and Saviour Jesua Christ, by faith, and 
not for our own works or deservings : 
wherefore, that we are justified by 
faith only, is a most wholesome doc- 
trine, and very full of comfort. 

X. Of Good mrrke. 
Although good works, which are 
the fruits of faith, and follow after 
justification, cannot put away our 
aiDs, and endure the aevei'ity of God's 
judgment ; yet are they pleasing and 
acceptable to God in Christ, and spring 
out of a true and lively faith, inso- 
much that by them a lively faith may 
be a^ evidently known, aa a tree dis- 
cerned by its fruit. 

XI. Of Wi>rki of Supererogaiion. 

Voluntary works, besides over and 
above God's commandments, which are 
called works of supererogation, cftawA 



I 
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be tuiight without arrogancy and im- 
[lif'iy. For by them men do declare 
that they do not only render unto God 
as luucli aa they are bound to do, but 
that they do more for hie sake than 
of boun(]en duty is required: whereaa 
ClirijJt saith plainly, "When ye have 




who say tliey can no more ^in as long 
as tliey live liere, or deny the place 
of forgiveness to auch as truly repent. 

XnX Of ttfl ChixTch. 
The visible Cliurcli of Christ is a. 
congregation of fkithful men, in wliicli 
the pure word of God is preached, and 
the sacraments duly administered, ac- 
cording to Christ's ordinance, in all 
those things that of necessity are re- 
quisite to the same. 

5IV. Of Purgatory. 
The Romish doctrine concerning 
purgatory, pardons, worshiping and 
adoration, as well of images as of 
relics, and also invocation of saints, is 
a fond tiling, vainly invented, and 
grounded upon no warrant of Scrip- 
ture, but repugnant to the word of 
God. 



or BBUoioB. [Gs. 1, 

XV. Oj speaking in the Gmgreffatum ^ 
ill mcli a Tongvfi as ihepeople under- 
siuiid. 

It is a thing plainly repugnant to 
tlie word of God, and the custom of 
tlic Frimilive Church, to have public 

]>i-ii)-er in the church, or to minister 
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is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of 
the Lord. 

Those five, commonly called sacra- 
ments — ^that is to say, Confirmation, 
Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and Ex- 
treme Unction — are not to be counted 
for sacraments of the Gospel, being 
such as have partly grown out of the 
corrupt following of the apostles, and 
partly are states of life allowed in the 
Scriptures, but yet have not the like 
nature of Baptism and the Lord^s 
Supper, because they have not any 
visible sign or ceremony ordained of 
God. 

The sacraments were not ordained 
of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be 
carried about; but that we should 
duly use them. And in such only as 
worthily receive the same, they have 
a wholesome effect or operation ; but 
they that receive them unworthily i)ur- 



i 



chase to themselves coudemnation, t 
Bt. Paul saith, 1 Cor. si. 29. 

XVII. Of Baptism. 

Baptism is not only a sign of p 

fession, and mark of didbrence, whe; 

hj Christians are distinguislied. 1 

others that arc not baptized; but it 



Sec. I-] 

likewise the cup of blessing is a par- 
taking of the blood of Christ. 

TraDsubstantiatioD, or the change of 
the substance of bread and wine in the 
Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved 
by Holy Writ, but ia repugnant to the 
plain words of Scripture, overtLroweth 
the nature of a sacrament, and hiith 
givea occasion to many siipei-stitiona. 

The body of Christ is given, taken, 
and eaten in the Supper, only afier a 
heavenly and spiritual manner. And 
the means whereby the body of Christ 
ia received and eaten in the Supper, is 
faith. 

The sacrament of the Lord's Supjjer 
was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, ' 
carried about, lifted up, or worshiped. 

XIX. Of Boik Kinds. 

The cup of the Lord ia not to be 

denied to the lay people ; for both the 
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manded by God's law either to vow 
the estate of single life, or to abstain 
from marriage; therefore it is lawful 
for them, as for all other Christians, 
to marry at their own discretion, as 
they shall judge the same to serve best 
to godliness. 

XXII. OJ the Rites and Ceremonies 
of Churches, 

It is not necessary that rites and 
ceremonies should in all places be the 
same, or exactly alike ; for they have 
been always different, and may be 
changed according to the diversity of 
countries, times, and men's manners, 
so that nothing be ordained against 
God's word. Whosoever, through his 
private judgment, willingly and pur- 
posely, doth openly break the rites 
and ceremonies of the Church to which 
he belongs, which are not repugnant 
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M AHnotea op EBLroroir. 


[oTM 


to the word of God, and are 


„,d.i„.*-| 


and approved by common : 


lulhority, 


ought to be rebuked openly, that others 


may fear to do the like, as 


one that 


offeadeth againat the commoi 


1 order of 


the Church, and wouiideth 


tbe con- 


ecicnces of weak brethren. 




; Every particular Church 


may oiv 
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States. And the said States are a 
sovereign and independent nation, and 
ought not to be subject to any foreign 
jurisdiction.* 

XXIV. Of Christian Men's Goods. 

The riches and goods of Christians 
are not common, as touching the right, 
title, and possession of the same, as 
some do falsely boast. Notwithstand- 
ing, every man ought, of such things 
as he possesseth, liberally to give alms 
to the poor according to his ability. 

*As far as it respects civil affairs, we be- 
lieve it the duty of Christians, and especially 
all Christian ministers, to be subject to the 
supreme authority of the country where 
they may reside, and to use all laudable 
means to enjoin obedience to the powers 
that be; and, therefore, it is expected that 
all our preachers and people, who may bo 
under any foreign government, will behave 
themselves as peaceable and orderly subjects. 
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XXV. Of a Christicm Man's Oath. 

As we confess Uiat vain and rash 
i^wcai'ing b forbidden Christian men 
by our Lord Jesus Christ and James 
bis apostle, so we judge that the<7hris- 
tiaii religion doth not prohibit, but 
that a man may swear when the magis- 
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sire to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to be saved from their sins." But 
wherever this is really fixed in the 
soul, it will be shown by its fruits. It 
is therefore expected of all who con- 
tinue therein, that they should con- 
tinue to evidence their desire of sal- 
vation, 

First, by doing no harm, by avoid- 
ing evil of every kind, especially that 
which is most generally practiced : 
such as. 

The taking of the name of God in 
vain; 

The profaning the day of the Lord, 
either by doing ordinary work therein, 
or by buying or selling ; 

Drunkenness, or drinking spirituous 
liquors unless in cases of necessity; 

Fighting^ quarreling, brawling, broth- 
er goi7ig to law with brother ; returning 
evil for evil, or railing for railing; 
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the wing vutny toords in bujdnj 
selling; 

The buying or aelting good» that i 
nol paid the duty; 

The giving or taking things cm um 
i. e., imlawful interest; 

Uneharitable or unprofitable conv 
Siitioii, particularly ppeiikiu 
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Borrowing without a probability of 
paying, or taking up goods without a 
probability of paying for them. 

It is expected of all who continue in 
these societies, that they should continue 
to evidence their desire of salvation, 

Secondly, by doing good, by being 
in every kind merciful after their 
power, as they have opportunity, doing 
good of every possible sort, and, as far 
as possible, to all men : 

To their bodies, of the ability which 
God giveth, by giving food to the hun- 
gry, by clothing the naked, by visit- 
ing or helping them that are sick or 
in prison ; 

To their souls, by instructing, re- 
proving, or exhorting all we have any 
intercourse with ; trampling under foot 
that enthusiastic doctrine, that "we 
are not to do good unless our hearts be 
free to it,* 
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By doing good, especially to then 
lliat are of the household of faith, di 
groiiniog so to be; employing then 
preferably to others, buying one oi 
another, helping each other in busi 
iicsji ; and ao much the more becauat 
tlic world will love ita ovra, and then 



SeO. 2.] THE GENEBAL BULES. 31 

Thirdly, by attending upon all the 
ordinances of God : such are, 

The public worship of God ; 

The ministry of the word, either 
read or expounded ; 

The Supper of the Lord ; 

Family and private prayer ; 

Searching the Scriptures, and 

Fasting or abstinence. 

These are the General Rules of our 
societies ; all which we are taught of 
God to observe, even in his written 
word, which is the only rule, and the 
sufficient rule, both of our faith and 
practice. And all these we know his 
Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. 
If there be any among us who observe 
them not, who habitually break any 
of them, let it be known unto them 
who watch over that soul, as they who 
must give an account. We will ad- 
monish him of the error of his ways : 




W(^ will brar with htm for a season; 
l)iit if ihm lie repent not, be hath no 
nuiro [ilaae among na: we have de- 
livered our owu Bouls. 
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The clerical representatives shall be 
elected by the clerical members of 
the Annual Conference : provided that 
such representatives shall have trav- 
eled at least four calendar years from 
the time that they were received on 
trial, and are in full connection at the 
time of holding the Conference. The 
lay representatives shall be elected by 
the lay members of the Annual Con- 
ference : provided that such represent- 
atives be twenty-five years of age, and 
shall have been members of the Church 
for at least six years at the time of 
holding the Conference. 

2. An Annual Conference, entitled 
under the second Restrictive Rule to 
two ministerial delegates, shall not be 
denied the privilege of two lay dele- 
gates also. 

3. The ministers and laymen shall de- 
liberate in one body ; bul v\]jo\i ^q.^<^1 

2 



one-fifth of the members of t 
fercnce, the lay and clerical i 
shall vote separately, and no 
ghnll be passed without the com 
of a majority of both classes ( 
seutativea. 

4, The Geneml ConfereiK 
meet iu the mouth of Apri 
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new election. The place of holding a 
called session of the General Confer- 
ence shall be that fixed on by the pre- 
ceding Greneral Conference. 

7. The Bishops shall have authority, 
when they judge it necessary, to change 
the place appointed for the meeting of 
the General Conference. 

8. At all times when the General 
Conference is met, it shall take a ma- 
jority of the representatives of all the 
Annual Conferences to make a quorum 
for transacting business. 

9. One of the general superintend- 
ents shall preside in the General Con- 
ference ; but in case no general super- 
intendent be present, the General Con- 
ference shall choose a president pro 
tern. 

10. The General Conference shall 
have full powers to make rules niul 
regulations for our Church, under tlio 
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following limitations and restrietioi 

viz.: 

(1) The Gfeneral Conference shall not 
revoke, alter, or change our Articles 
of Reli^on, or establish any new 
Btitodards or rule of doctrine cod- 
traiy to our present existing and es- 
tablished standards of doctrine. V 
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(3) They shall not change or alter any 
part or rule of our government, so 
as to do away episcopacy, or destroy 
the plan of our itinerant general 
superin tendency. 

(4) They shall not revoke or change 
the General Kules of the United So- 
cieties. 

(5) They shall not do away the privi- 
leges of our ministers or preachers 
of trial by a committee, and of an 
appeal ; neither shall they do away 
the privileges of our members of 
trial before the Church, or by a 
committee, and of an appeal. 

(6) They shall not appropriate the 
produce of the Publishing House to 
any purpose other than for the beiiofit 
of the traveling, supernumerary, su- 
perannuated and worn-out prciicliera, 
their wives, widows, awd Q\\\\d\^\\. 
Provided, iicvertlie\es«s», \X\'i\X. w^^ow'Osx^ 



[Ch. 2. 

<'i>iu'iirrent recommendation of three- 
ioiit'lhs of all the members of the sev- 
ci:il Ajiiiual Conferences, who shall be 
pri'^jc'jit and vote on such recomraendor 
tii>ii, thcnamajorityof two-thirds of the 
(.ieiiural Conference succeeding ehall 
suHice to alter any of the above re- 
sirictions, excepting the first article; 
and iilso, whenever such alteration or 
allci-ations shall have been first recom- 
nionikd by two-thirds of the General 
CoiifLTcnce, so soon as three-fourths of 
the members of all the Annual Con- 
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regulations and powers belonging to 
it? 

Ana. 1. All the traveling preachers 
in full connection with it, ^nd four lay 
representatives — one of whom may be 
a local preacher — from each Presiding 
Elder's District. 

2. The lay members shall be chosen 
annually by the District Conferences : 
provided that no one shall be a repre- 
sentative who is not twenty-five years 
of age, and who has not been for six 
years, next preceding his election, a 
member of the Church. 

3. The lay members shall partici- 
pate in all the business of the Confer- 
ence, except such as involves minis- 
terial character. 

4. It shall be the duty of all the 
members of the Conference to attend 
its sessions, unless pTO\'\^^\\\A^^ Vvcv- 
dcrcd. All the preaci^^e^^ (.^jwXxvi^,^^^ 
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lliii.^i' to be admitted on trial, ehiil] 
:il-~ii altciiii the sessions, but they shall 
ii[>[ vole on any question, nor speali 
uiilisM by consent of the Conference, 

Qucs. 2. Who shall determine tht 
number and boundaries of tlie Annua] 
Coniui'enees? 

Alts. The General Conference. 

Qiies. 3. Who shall appoint the times 
of holding the Annual Conferences? 

J/w. The Bishops; but they shall 
allow every Annual Conference to sit 
a week at least. 
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ing Elders, with the consent of the 
Bishop who is to preside, shall have 
power to make such change. 

Quea. 5. Who shall preside iu the 
Annual Conferences? 

Ans, The Bishops. In the absence 
of a Bishop, the Conference shall elect 
the president by ballot, without debate, 
from among the traveling elders. The 
president thus elected shall dischargo 
all the duties of a Bishop except ordi- 
nation. 

QiL€S. 6. What is the method of 
proceeding in an Annual Conference ? 

Ans, The following questions shall 
be asked : 

1. Who are admitted on trial? 

2. Who remain on trial ? 

3. Who are discontinued ? 

4. Who are admitted into full con- 
nection ? 

5. Who are readmiU^dLt 



"■' ""^m of ^ 



'•lined rf„ '^*^e7/n„ 
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18. Who are superannuated ? 

19. What preachers have died dur- 
ing the past year ? 

20. Are all the preachers blameless 
in their life and official administration ? 

21. What is the number of local 
preachers and members in the several 
circuits, stations, and missions of the 
Conference ? 

22. How many infants have been 
baptized during the year? 

23. How many adults have been 
baptized during the year ? 

24. What is the number of Sunday- 
schools? 

25. What is the number of Sunday- 
school teachers? 

26. What is the number of Sunday- 
school scholars? 

27. What amount is necessary for' 
the superannuated pTea,c\v^t^ ^t^^ ^Vsa 
widows and orpliana o5 ■^x^^OckSx:?^^ 
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'J.S. ■\Vliat hns been collected on the 
fiirou'i'iiiq account, and hoiv has it been 

'J.'.l What has been contributed for 
Missions? 

oO. Where shall the next session of 
flic Conference be held? 

?A. Wliere are the preachers sta- 
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complaint against him. If there be 
none, he may retire, and the Confer- 
ence may make farther inquiry con- 
cerning him, and pass his character 
without vote. 

3. If there be a complaint, and the 
preacher have been advised of it, let it 
be stated to the Conference, and let 
the accused have the privilege of reply- 
ing. He shall then retire, and the 
Conference shall determine by vote 
whether or not his character shall 
pass. 

4. If a trial be necessary, it shall 
be conducted according to the pro- 
visions of Chap. VI., Sec. 2. 

5. The names of any who may be 
expelled or suspended, or who may 
have withdrawn from the Church, 
shall be stated in the minutes. 

Ques, 8. What other business sKall 
be done in the Annual ConiexeiiC.'^'l 



[Ch.2. 

Anx. 1. Let every Annual Confer- 
ence inquire into the state and charac- 
tor of all the institutions of learning 
llmt may be under its care, and the 
best means of promoting their inter- 
cr^ts, and, if necessary, of increasing 
their number. 

2. Let every Annual Conferenoe 
tiiko account of all the church-build- 
ings, parsonages, and other Church- 
property within its bounds, and see 
that the same be legally secured to the 
>h-llu»lisE Kplsc^ipitl Church, South, 




CbSO. 3.] TfJBIBJaS CXWTESEVOES. 47 

have a record of its proceedings, kept 
by a secretary choeeii for that pur- 
pose: said record shall be signed by 
the President and the Secretary, and 
a copy of the same be sent to the Gen« 
eral Cksiference^ .at its next ensuing 
session. 

6. The Secretary of each Annual 
Conference shall forward to the Editor 
of Books, at the Publishing House, 
full and correct answers to the fore- 
going thirty-one questions, for inser* 
tion in the General Minutes, according 
to the form therein adopted. 



SECTION III. 

OF THE DISTRICT CONFERENCES. 

Qiies, 1. What directions are given 
concerning District Coiifeeiv^^^^l 
Am. 1. There shall be\i«^'^^\vck»3^^% 



[Ch. 1 

in p.ach Presiding Elder's District, a 
District ConfereBCG. The time shall 
l)c fixed by the Presiding Elder, and 
tlie place by the Conference. 

2. The District Conference shall be 
composed of all the preachers in the 
District, both traveling and local, and 
of laymen, the number of whom, and 
their mode of appointment, each An- 
iiun.1 Conference may determine for it- 
self. 

3. A Bishop, or, in his absence, the 

Liid ;■ 
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(1) As to their spiritual state, and 
the attendance upon the ordinances and 
social meetings of the Church. 

(2) As to missions within the Dis- 
trict, where new ones should be estab- 
lished, or what missions should be 
raised to circuits or stations. 

(3) As to Sunday-schools, and the 
manner of conducting them, and as to 
education generally. 

(4) As to their financial systems, 
their contributions to Church-purposes, 
and the condition of houses of worship 
and parsonages. 

6. The District Conference shall elect 
annually, by ballot, from the District, 
four delegates to the ensuing Annual 
Conference: provided, no member of 
the Annual Conference shall vote in 
said election. 

7. At these ConfcYCueci^ ^\<^\^\\\^w^^ 
shall be given to TdigvoM"^ Qi^^■>L^\^^^^ 



t^Uili as preaching, prayer-meetings, 
liiv.'-li'asts, and the administration of 

Uk' ^UL'rameuts, 



SECTION IV. 
^ QIIAETERLY CONFEREXCES, 
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and at such times as the Presiding 
Elder may designate. 

Qv£8. 3. Who shall preside in a 
Quarterly Conference? 

Ans. The Presiding Elder, or, in his 
absence, the preacher in charge. 

Qties. 4. What is the regular busi- 
ness of a Quarterly Conference ? 

Ans. 1. To receive and try appeals, 
and to hear complaints. 

2. To superintend the interests of 
>unday-schools, and the instruction of 
hildren. 

3. To take cognizance of all the 

ml preachers and exhorters in the 

suit, station, or mission, and to in- 

re annually into the gifts, labors, 

usefulness of each by name. 

To try, suspend, expel, or acquit 
local preacher in the circuit, sta- 

or mission, against whom, chax^j^ 

»e brought. 



[Ch.2. 

o. To licEDse proper persons to preacb 
mil to exhort; and to renew their li- 
ft'iisos annually, when, in its judgmeot: 
llioir gifis, grace, and usefulness will 
warrant the renewal. All votes to li- 
cense preachers shall be taken by ballot 

G. To recommend suitable candidates 
to tlie Annual Conference for deacon's 
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g connection, or for deacon's or el- 
's orders, shall be taken by ballot. 
. To elect trustees a'nd stewards, 
Drding to the Discipline, for the cir- 
;, station, or mission; and of the 
v'ards, to appoint one a Recording 
. one a District Steward. 
. To see that all its proceedings 
faithfully recorded, by a secretary 
sen for the purpose, in a book to 
iept by the Recording Steward ; the 
3rds of each session being signed 
the President and the Secretary. 
'}ues. 5. What order of business 
11 be observed in the Quarterly Con- 
inces? 

ins. After religious service, let the 
- be called, and the following in- 
ries be made : 
St. Are there any appeals? 
!d. Are there any co"mT^\a\w\.^*l 
d. Is there a Avritten Te^^QtX. <^i '^'^ 



rsE cn^. 



^'"•OKO,. 



lot. it 



'"''"■ and „,,. , '*' 

■ Are ((„_ 
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the past quarter for the suppoit of the 
ministry, and how has it been applied? 

9th. What amounts have been raised 
for other enterprises of the Church ? 

10th. Is there any miscellaneous 
business ? 

11th. Where shall the next Quar- 
terly Conference be held? 

12th. At the fourth Quarterly Con- 
ference let the report of the full sta- 
tistics be called for that are to be re- 
ported at the ensuing Annual Confer- 
ence. 

13th. Once a year, at least, the re- 
port of the trustees shall be made to 
the Quarterly Conference. 



SECTION V. 

OP THE CHURCH CONFERENCES. 

Ques. What directions ax^ ^^<£qi 
concerning Church Confetene^^l 



Tji; the cosfehebces. [Ch. 2. 

An-'. 1, All the mombera of the 
Cluinh, anil resident members of the 
Aiitiiinl Conference, shall come to- 
j.'i>;ln.T once a month, or on circuits at 
li'Mst every three months, at every ap- 
juiiiitnicut, to hold a Church Confer- 
cure, over ivhich the preacher in charge 
f-lKill iii-CMde. It raavlic held at iinV 




>■ 
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called at every meeting, unless other- 
wise ordered, and the Conierence may 
strike off the names of any who, ou 
account of removal or other cause, 
have been lost sight of for twelve 
months : provided, however, that if such 
member appears and claims member- 
ship, he may be restored by a vote of 
the meeting. 

4. The following is suggested as the 
general order of business : 

I. Receive reports — 

1st. From, the preachers, of their 
labors since the last meeting. 

2d. From the class-leaders. 

8d. From the Sunday-schools. 

4th. From the steward or stewards 
of that Church. 

II. The Conference shall inquire — 
1st. What is doing for the relief of 

the poor of the Church? 
2d. Is the Churcli \vex^ vkiwv^ SX: 



lerence V 

3d. Is our religious literatui 
lated and read ? 

4th. Can the Church exte 
work by establishing additional \ 
meetings, Sunday-schools, or i 
other way ? 

5th. Can any thing more be d< 
strengthen and build up the C 
in the community, and to advan< 
cause of Christ ? 

5. K the observance of this 
of business ^° ^*'- ' 



I 
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Tice, and conducted in a devout and 
prayerful spirit 



CHAPTER III. 

MIiriSTEES AND CHUECH OFFICERS. 

SECTION I. 

OP THE TRIAL OF THOSE WHO THINK 
THEY ARE MOVED BY THE HOLY 
GHOST TO PREACH. 

Ques. 1. How shall we try those who 
profess to be moved by the Holy Ghost 
to preach ? 

Ans. Let the following questions be 
asked, namely : 

1. Do they know God as a pardon- 
ing God ? Have they the love of God 
abiding in them ? Do they desire noth- 
ing but God ? And are they holy in 
all manner of conversalioxvl 
2, Have they gifts (as \^^W ^ ^"w^*^ 



o 



— » J c»v4^iiieuL m L. 



of God, a just conception of s 
by faith ? Do they speak j ust. 
ily, clearly? 

3. Have they fruit? Are ai 
convinced of sin and converted 
by their preaching ? 

As long as these three marl 
cur in any one, we believe he is 
of God to preach. These we i 
as sufficient proof that he is mo^ 
the Holy Ghost 
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Ans. By the election of the General 
Conference, and the laying on of the 
hands of three Bishops, or at least of 
one Bishop and two elders. 

Ques, 2. If by death, expulsion, or 
otherwise, there be no Bishop remain- 
ing in our Church, what shall we do ? 

Ans. The General Conference shall 
elect a Bishop ; and the elders, or any 
three of them, who shall be appointed 
by the General Conference for that 
purpose, shall ordain him according to 
our form of ordination. 

Ques, 3. What are the duties of a 
Bishop ? 

Ans. 1. To preside in the General 
and Annual Conferences. 

2. To fix the appointments of the 

preachers in the Annual Conferences : 

provided, he shall not allow any 

preacher to remain in. t\v^ ^-ajKvsi, Oct- 

cuit or station more \3cisai ioMx ^^L^ar^ 



uie ►Dcuiei 



i.TAissioiiary Board, the supe 
and superannuated preacher 
aries among the Indians and « 
stations, chaplains to State-pr 
military posts, those preach 
may be appointed to labor foi 
pecial benefit of seamen and 
American Bible Society, and th 
dents, principals, or teachers c 
naries of learning, which are < 
be under our superintendence 
also, when requeoted by a^ 
Conference, t/^ ^ 
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of such G>iiference for the purpose 
of establishing and aiding Sabbath- 
schools, and distributing tracts, and 
also to appoint an agent or agents 
for the benefit of our literary institu- 
tions. 

3. To choose the Presiding Elders, 
fix their stations, and change them 
when he judges it necessary : provided 
he shall not allow any elder to preside 
in the same District more than four 
years successively. 

4. To change, receive, and suspend 
preachers in the intervals of the Con- 
ferences, as necessity may require, and 
as the Discipline directs. 

5. To ordain Bishops, elders, and 
deacons; and to see that the names 
of the persons ordained by him be 
entered on the journals of the Confer- 
ence. 

6. To decide all ques>\;\oii^ oS. \2c« 



EISHO™. [CH. 

5 before him in the regular hus 
' an Annual Conference : provide 
h qnestions be presented in writin; 
|id with his decisions be recorded o 
irnala of the Conference. Whe 
e Bishop shall have decided a que 
pn of law, tjie Conference shall hav 
right to determine how far the la 
s decided or interpreted ia applici 
G to the case then pending. An Ai 
|iiil Conference shall have a right I 
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quently to the last preceding meeting ; 
and all such decisions, when approved 
by the College of Bishops, shall be re- 
corded in a permanent form, and pub- 
lished in such manner as the Bishops 
shall agree to adopt ; and when so ap- 
proved, recorded, and published, they 
shall be authoritative interpretations 
or constructions of the law. 

7. To hear and decide appeals of 
the Quarterly Conferences on questions 
of law, when he shall be presiding in 
any Annual Conference ; and the ques- 
tion contained in the appeal, together 
with the Bishop's decision, shall be re- 
corded on the journal of the Annual 
Conference. 

8. To see that the Districts be formed 
according to his judgment: provided 
that no District shall contain more 
than fourteen appointments. 

9. To unite two oi moi^ m^\^^^> 

3 



i 
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Btatioos, or missions together, for Quar- 
tfrly CoDfereace purposes, allowing the 
fiii;incial interests and pEistoral duties 
oC eiich to remain separate and inde- 
pendent ; and to divide a circuit, sta- 
tion, or mission into two or more, when 
he juilrfos it necessary. 

10. To travel during the year, aa 
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Ana. 1. To travel through his ap- 
pointed District, in order to preach 
and to oversee the spiritual and tem- 
poral afi&irs of the Church. 

2. In the absence of the Bishop, to 
take charge of all the traveling and 
local preachers, and exhorters, in his 
District. 

3. To. change, receive, and suspend 
preachers in his District during the in- 
tervals of the Conferences, and in the 
absence of the Bishop, as the Discipline 
directs. 

4. To be present, as far as practicable, 
at all the quarterly meetings, and call 
together the members of the Quarterly 
Conference, over which he shall also 
preside. 

5. To decide all questions of law 
which may come up in the regular busi- 
ness of the Quarterly Conference, wKeiv 
submitted to him in -writm^^ ^\3Jw^^^\> ^«> 
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an appeal to the President of the next 
Annual Confertnce; but in all cases 
the application of law shall be with tha 
Quarterly Conference, which shall re- 
cord in its journal all such questions 
and decisions. 

6. To take care that every part of 
the Discioline be enforced in his Dis- 
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mation, by letter, of the state of his 
District. 

8. To direct the candidates for the 
ministry to those studies recommended 
for them by the Bishops. 

9. To procure at the fourth Quarterly 
Conference full statistics from every 
charge, to be reported at the Annual 
Conference, in case the preacher in 
charge fail to make his report. 

10. If any preacher absent himself 
from his circuit, the Presiding Elder 
shaU, as far as possible, fill his place 
with another preacher. 

Ques. 2. ShaU the Presiding Elder 
have power to employ a preacher who 
has been rejected at the previous An- 
nual Conference? 

Ans, He shall not, unless the Con- 
ference should give him liberty under 
certain conditions. 



CUIIS, BTATIOSSj OR HISSIONa. 

Qn/:3. What are the duties of a 
preacher who has the chaise of a cir- 
cuit., station, or misaion. 

Arts. 1. To receive, try, and espel 
ii\embers, according to the provisions 
of liie Disci pliue. 

2. To appoint all the leaders, and 
change them when he sees it necessary. 

3. To see that all the ordinances and 
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5. To hold Quarterly Conferences in 
the absence of the Presiding Elder. 

6. To hold a meeting of the leaders 
and stewards of his charge once a 
week, if practicable, to receive their 
reports. 

7. To report at each Quarterly Con- 
ference the names of all who have been 
received into the Church, and of all 
who have died, removed, withdrawn, 
or been excluded from it, during the 
preceding quarter, and give a statement 
of the general condition of his station, 
circuit, or mission. 

8. To give an account of his charge 
every quarter to his Presiding Elder. 

9. To see that all the people with- 
in the bounds of his charge be duly 
supplied with our books and periodi- 
cals. 

10. To keep a diieclOT^^m ^vv^^ 

the residences of all \he mexx^ex^ ^^'^^ 
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I noted, wherever it may be necessar 
I facilitate pastoral viaitatioD. 

Ll, To leave his successor n partici 
r account of liia charge, iccludin 
\ account of the subscribera for o\. 

■iodicals. 

1 12. To see that a permanent recot 
f kept of all the baptisms and ma 
liges within the bounds of his charg- 

1 13. To see that a register be kept, i 
ich shall be noted the r 
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Society of our Church, in such way 
as the Discipline or the Annual Con- 
ference may designate ; and to report 
to the Conference the amount raised 
during the year within the bounds of 
his charge for these several interests. 

15. To report at each session of the 
Quarterly Conference the number and 
state of the Sunday-schools ; and an- 
nually to the Quarterly and Annual 
Conferences, for insertion in their re- 
spective journals, the number of Sun- 
day-schools, scholars, teachers, super- 
intendents, and Sunday-school library 
books, in his circuit, station, or mis- 
sion. 

16. To furnish every one removing 
from his charge with a certificate, in 
the following form : 

"The bearer hereof, A. B., has been 
an acceptable member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Soutla., m C. "^Xar 



SECTION V. 
OP ADMITTING PREACHERS ON 

Qiies. How is a preacher to 
mitted on trial into the travelii 
nection ? 

Ans, 1. By the Annual Confe 
In the interval of the Conferee 
may be received and employed : 
work by a Bishop, or the Pre 
Elder of the District, until the i 
of the Conference- 
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not have passed an approved examina- 
tion upon the Course of Study prescribed 
by the Bishops, before a committee ap- 
pointed by the Conference for the pur- 
pose. 

3. The Annual Conference may then 
admit him as a probationer, by a vote 
of the majority. Observe! — ^taking 
on trial is entirely different from ad- 
mitting a preacher into full connection. 
One on trial may be either admitted or 
rejected, without doing him any wrong ; 
otherwise it would be no trial at all. 



SECTION VI. 

OP ADMITTING PREACHERS INTO FULL 
CONNECTION. 

Ques. 1. Who shall be admitted 
into the Conference in full connection ? 
Ans. 1. No one exce^^. ^ Y^^^^^'st 
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wLo has been employed two succeasiTe ' 
years in the regular itinerant work, 
(whicli ia to commence from liia being 
admitted on trial at the Annual Cour 
fereuce,) and who ia approved by tb»>J 
Annual Conference. I 

2. Before any preacher is admitted 
into full connection, he shall have 
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admitting a preacher into full con- 
nection at the Conference ? 

Ana, After solemn fasting and prayer, 
every person proposed shall then be 
asked, before the Conference, the fol- 
lowing questions, (with any others 
which may be thought necessary,) 
namely: Have you feith in Christ? 
Are you going on to perfection ? Are 
you groaning after it? Are you re- 
solved to devote yourself wholly to 
God and his work? Are you wil- 
ling to conform to the discipline of 
the Church ? Will you diligently in- 
struct the children in every place? 
Will yOu visit from house to house ? 
Will you recommend fasting, or ab- 
stinence, both by precept and exam- 
pie? 

Will you especially observe the fol- 
lowing directions I — 

1. Be diligent. "Ne^et \i^ \waa\xk- 
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ployed. Never be triflingly employed— 
Never trifle away time ; neither spenJ 
any more time at any place than i^*- 
strictly necessary. 

2, Be puDctnal. Do every thin|;^ 
exactly at the time. And do not- 1 
mend our rules, but keep them; not I 
for wrath, but coneuJence' sake, M 

3. Act in all things not according to 
your own will, but as a son in the gos- 
pel. It is therefore your duty to em- 
ploy your time iu the manner which 
we direct: iu preaching, meeting the 
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ft^ese questions, the Conference, by a 
^ote of the majority, may admit him 
^to full connection. 



SECTION VIL 

OF TRAVELING DEACONS. 

Ques, 1. How is a deacon consti- 
tuted? 

Ans. 1. By the election of a major- 
ity of the Annual Conference, and the 
laying on of the hands of a Bishop. 

2. Before any traveling preacher is 
ordained deacon, he shall have passed 
an approved examination upon the 
Course of Study prescribed by the Bish- 
ops for candidates for the ministry ; 
and in no case shall a vote be taken to 
elect any one to deacon's orders until 
he is recommended by the examining 
committee. 



- ^ oxiaii ue so elecU 

ordained who has not been one 5 
the regular itinerant work, excep 
as may be selected by the Bishc 
the missionary work, when the A 
Conference shall have authorit 
elect to the deacon's office soone 
the Conference judge it expedient 

Ques. 3. What are the duties 
traveling deacon ? 

Ana, 1. To administer baptism 

to perform the office of matrimony 

the absence of the elder. 
9 T^ — - • ' 
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SECTION VIII. 
OF TRA.VELING ELDERS. 

Ques. 1. How is an elder consti- 
tuted? 

Ans, 1. By the election of a major- 
ity of the Annual Conference, and the 
laying on of the hands of a Bishop and 
some of the elders that are present. 

2. Before any traveling preacher is 
ordained elder, he shall have passed an 
approved examination upon the Course 
of Study prescribed by the Bishops for 
candidates for the ministry; and in no 
case shall a vote be taken to elect any 
one to elder's orders until he is recom- 
mended by the examining committee. 

Ques. 2. What shall be the time of 
probation of a traveling deacon for the 
office of an elder ? 

Ans. Every traveling deacon shall 
exercise that office fox oii^'j^^x^\i^iQt<^ 



_- «v/ nit5 eiaer 
sooner, if the Conference jud^ 
pedient. 

Provided always, that when a 
er has passed his examinatio 
been elected to deacon's order 
fails of his ordination through 1 
sence of the Bishop, his eligibij 
the office of elder shall run from th 
of his election to the office of dea< 

Ques, 3. What are the duties 
traveling elder ? 

Ans. 1. To administer baptisn 

the Tinrrl'o C— 



SECTION IX. 

PERXUMERAKY PBEACHEBS. 

Wliat is a supemumerary 

:? 

1. A gupemumeraiy preach- 
e who is so disabled by afflic- 
to be uDable to preach con- 
but is willing to do any work 
liniatry which the Bishop may 
nd he may be able to perform. 
supernumerary preacher who 
o attend to the work assigned 
ess in case of sicknesa or other 
ible cause or causes, shall not 
ed to exercise the functions of 
;, nor even to preach among us ; 
iless, the final determination of | 
shall be with the Annual Con-' 
>f which he is a member, which 
-ve power to acquit, suspend, 
respel him, aa ftie caaa iiisirj\ift. 



i 
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SECTION X. 

OF enPERANNUATED PKEACHEFS. 

Ques, WTiat la a superannuatei: 
preacher ? 

Am. 1. A Buperannuated preacha 
is one who is worn out in the itmeraui 



. A superannuatei! preacher, livius 
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>nceming the licensing of persons to 
•eacli? 

Ana. 1. The Quarterly Conference 
lall have authority to license proper 
arsons to preach, and to renew their 
senses annually, when, in its judg- 
ent, their gifts, grace, and usefulness 
ill warrant it. 

2. No person shall be licensed to 
*each without the recommendation of 
le Church of which he is a member, 
• of the leaders' meeting of the charge 
which he belongs. Nor shall any 
le be licensed to preach without first 
jing examined in the Quarterly Con- 
rence on the subject of doctrines and 
scipline, and giving satisfactory evi- 
;nce of his knowledge of the ordinary 
•anches of an English education ; nor 
lall any license be valid unless signed 
r the President and the Secretary of 
e Conference, 
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Q'les. 2. What shall be tbe time of 
probatiou of a local preacher for tlie 
offiee of a deacon? 

Am. A local preachM- shall be eligi- 
ble to the office of a deacon after he 
has preached fbnr years from the time 
he received a regular license, and has 
obtiiined a recommeudation from the 
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erly Conference, on a proper exam- 
nation, certifying his qualifications in 
loctxine, discipline, talents, and useful- 
less, signed by the President and the 
Secretary. He shall present to the An- 
Lual Conference such recommendation, 
nth a note certifying his belief in the 
loctrine and discipline of our Church 
—the whole being examined by the 
^nual Conference ; and if approved, 
le may be ordained. 

Qv^es. 4. What farther directions are 
;iven concerning local preachers ? 

Ans, 1. It shall be the duty of local 
jreachers to aid the preacher in charge 
►f the circuit, station, or mission to 
yhich they belong, in supplying the 
KX)ple with the ministry of the word, 
['hey shall accordingly be applied to 
►y the preacher in charge, as soon as 
le enters on his work, to state what 
.mount of service they are a\Ae, a\i^ ^'^- 



I'.; ' 



to form new congregj 
list of the names of al 
Church-membership, ai 
receive them into th€ 
videdy that all such cong] 
dates, and members be r 
as possible, to the prea> 
i in order that they may 

mediately under his pas 
2. Every local elder, 
centiate shall have his i 
on the journal of the ( 
ference of wlii/»i^ i^r^ : — 
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When a local elder, deacon, or li- 
ate removes from one circuit, sta- 
or mission, to another, he shall pro- 
from the Presiding Elder of the 
•ict, or from the preacher having 
^, a certificate of his official stand- 
a the Church at the time of his 
val; without which he shall not 
ceived as a local preacher in other 

IS. 



SECTION XII. 

KECEIVING MINISTERS FROM 
OTHER CHURCHES. 

(£8. 1. How shall we receive those 
jters who may offer to unite with 
3m other Christian Churches ? 
IS. 1. Ministers of other Churches 
may desire to unite with us as 
preachers, may be received by a 
terly Conference, wpon ^\Nm^^'^^»- 
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isfaction that they are Buitable per- 
sons ; but they shall not exorcise ihe 
peculiar funcliona of deacons or elders 
until their orders are recognized by the 
Annual Conference : 

Prmnded, that the Bishop may, at hia 
discretion, allow mioistera thua received 
to cxeroiae their functions as deacons 
or elders until the eession of the Annual 
Couference. 

2. After such reception, and a rec- 
omniendatiou by the Quarterly Con- 
ference, the Annusil Conference, if sat- ' 
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to our doctrines and discipline, 
to our ordination vows. 
, Ministers of other Churches, duly 
•edited as deacons or elders, who 
r desire to unite with us as travel- 
preachers, may be admitted as dea- 
3 or elders into full connection by 
Annual Conference: provided, the 
ference is satisfied with their gifts, 
3e, and usefulness, and their agree- 
it with us in doctrine and disci- 
le, on condition of their taking upon 
n our ordination vows, without the 
aposition of hands. 
. When a minister has been re- 
'ed and recognized in orders, he 
11 be furnished with a certificate, 
led by one of our Bishops, in the 
owing words, viz. : 

?his is to certify that has 

n admitted into Confereweo. 

traveling preacher, \ot \v2CS> \>e.<iw 



received as a local preacher on 
Circuit,] he having been ordi 
the office of a deacon, [or an c 
tlie case ma7 be,] according 

usages of the Church, o 

he has been a member and m 
and he is hereby authorized t 
: tiie functioiig pertaining 
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Ans. 1. The Quarterly Conference 
Bhall have authority to license proper 
persons to exhort, and to renew their 
licenses annually, when, in its judg- 
ment, their gifbs, grace, and usefulness 
will warrant it. 

2. No person shall be licensed to 
exhort without the recommendation of 
the Church of which he is a member, 
or of the leaders' meeting of the 
charge to which he belongs ; nor shall 
any license be valid unless signed by 
the President of the Conference. 

Ques, 2. What are the duties of an 
exhorter ? 

Ans. To hold meetings for prayer 
and exhortation whenever opportunity 
is afforded, subject to the direction of 
the preacher in charge. 

Qiiea. 3. What farther directions are 
given concerning exhorters? 

Ans. 1. Let every ex3Q.ox\fcx ^\^^x^hX^ 
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exercise the fiinctions of his office, 
without assuming those of a preacher. 
2 Every eshorter, by virtue ot hia 
office, shall be a, member of the Quar- 
terly Conference of the charge to 
which he belongs; but in all other re- 
spects he shall be dealt with as a pri- 
vate member of the Church. ' 
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I Ans. By the preacher in charge, 
i who shall appoint one person in each 
class to be the leader thereof. 

Qties. 2. What are the regulations, 
concerning the class-leaders? 

Ana, 1. Let them be men of sound 
judgment and truly devoted to God. 

2. Let every one of them be care- 
fully examined by the preacher in 
charge, at least once a quarter, con- 
cerning his method of leading his class. 

3. It is the leader's duty — 

(1) To see each person in his class 
once a week, at least, in order to in- 
quire how their souls prosper ; to advise, 
reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occasion 
may require ; to receive what they are 
willing to give toward the relief of the 
preachers. Church, and poor. * 

* This part refers to towns aivd cities wlioro 
the poor are generally numerous andChuich- 
expenses consider ahlQ. 



derly 



To meet the ministers anil the 
of the society once a, week, in 

inform the minister of any that 
ick, or of any that walk disor- 
and will not be reproved, 
pay the stewards what they have . 
■ed of their several classes in the i 
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Ans. 1. Let the stewards be men of 
solid piety, who both know and love the 
Methodist doctrine and discipline, and 
of good natural and acquired abilities 
to transact the temporal business of the 
Church. 

2. It shall be the duty of the stew* 
ards to make estimates of expenses and 
provision for the support of the gospel ; 
to take an exact account of all the 
money, or other provision collected for 
the support of the ministry ; to make 
an accurate return of every expendi- 
ture of money, whether for the support 
of the ministry, or the relief of the 
sick, or the poor ; to seek the needy and 
distressed in order to relieve and com- 
fort them ; to inform the preachers of 
any sick or disorderly persons ; to tell 
the preachers what they think wrong 
in them ; to attend the official m.e/e.V 
inga and the quarterly m.e«\m^\ ^^^ 
4 
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give advice, if asked, in plamimg the 
circuit; to attend committees for the 
application of money to churches; to 
give counsel in matters of arbitra- 
tion ; to provide elements for the 
Lord's Supper; to appoint some one, 
whenever necessary, to receive contri- 
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(where there is no parsonage) to pro- 
vide houses for the families of married 
preachers, or to assist the preachers to 
obtain houses for themselves when they 
are appointed to labor among them. 

Ques. 3. To whom are the stewards 
accountable for the &ithful perform- 
ance of their duties? 

Ans. To the Quarterly Conference, 
which shall have the power to remove 
them from office. 

Que8. 4. What shall be the number 
of stewards in each circuit or station? 

Ans. 1. Every pastoral charge shall 
be entitled to one steward for every 
thirty members, to be elected annually : 
providedy nevertheless, that each society 
in a circuit may have one steward, and 
each circuit or station may have at 
least seven. 

2. When two or more circuits or 
stations are united, tla.e s\je;^^x^^ ^*d^ 






^^^^^^1 


100 eiEWAHiJS. [Ca. a 

hold ofiBce till the first Quarterly Con- 
ference elects a new Board. 

Qiief. 5. What arc the duties of a 
Becording Steward? 

Alls. To preserve the records of the 
Quarterly CoEference, and to report to 
the Joint Board of Finaneo of the 
Annual Conference a full a<?count of 
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SECTION XVI. 

OP TBUSTEES. 

Ques. 1. How are the trustees to 
be appointed? 

Ana. Except where the laws of the 
State or Territory provide differently, 
the preacher in charge, or, in his ab- 
sence, the Presiding Elder, shall have 
the right of nomination, subject to the 
confirmation or rejection of the Quar- 
terly Conference. 

Ques. 2. What are the regulations 
concerning the trustees? 

Ans. 1. No person shall be eligible 
as a trustee of any of our parsonages 
or churches who is not a member of 
our Church, and at least twenty-one 
years of age. 

2. All vacancies in the Board of 
Trustees, occasioned by de2i\J[v, x^'^x^x^'o^ 
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tion, or otherwise, shall be filled with- 
out delay. 

3. Let nine trustees be appointed 
for holdiDg Church-property, whea 
proper persona can be procured ; other- 
wise seven or five, who shall elect their 
own chairman, secretary, and treaaurer. 

4. The Board or Boards of Trust- 
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CHAPTER IV, 

THE MEMBEBSHIF OF THE OHUBOH. 
SECTION I. 

OP KECEIVING MEMBERS INTO THE 

CHURCH. 

Qiies. How shall members be re- 
ceived into the Church ? 

Ans. 1. When persons offer them- 
selves for Church-membership, let the 
preacher in charge inquire into their 
spiritual condition, and receive them 
into the Church when they have given 
satisfactory assurances of their desire 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to 
be saved from their sins; and also, of 
the genuineness of their faith, and of 
their wiJJingness to keep \\ie xxsXeSi '^'^ ^ 
the Church, 



5^^^^^^o^>^vheneveri 

ticable, and receive them accordin 
the prescribed Form. 

3. If a member in good standing 
any other Church shall desire to m 
with us, such applicant may, by giv 
satisfactory answers to the usual 
quiries, be received without th. 
formalities. 



SECTION II. 

OF THE CHILDREN OP THE CHURC 



SeO. 2.] CHILDBEH OF THE OHUECH. 105 

pay special attention to the childi-en; 
speak to them personally and kindly 
on experimental and practical godli- 
ness, according to their capacity ; pray 
earnestly for them, and cause them to 
be faithfully instructed in the nature, 
design, privileges, and obligations of 
their baptism. 

3. As soon as they comprehend the 
responsibilities involved in a public 
profession of faith in Christ, and give 
evidence of a sincere and earnest de- 
termination to discharge the same, see 
that they be duly recognized as mem- 
bers of the Church, agreeably to the 
provisions of the Discipline. 

4. Let our catechisms be used as ex- 
tensively as possible, both in our Sun- 
day-schools and families; and let the 
preachers faithfully enforce upon par- 
ents and Sunday-school teachers the 

great importance of mstoxc\AXi^ v^^ 



^^^^^^^^^^^^H 
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dren 


in the doctrines and duties of out 


holy religion. 

5. It shall be the special duty of th« 
preathers to form Bible-classes wher- 
ever they call, for the instruction of 
lai^r children aud youth; and where 

ally, to appoint suitable leaders for 
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(2) Prayer — ^the congregation kneel- 
ing. 

(3) Beading a lesson out of the Old 
Testament and another out of the 
New. 

(4) Singing — the congregation sit- 
ting, 

(5) Preaching. 

(6) Singing — ^the congregation stand- 
ing. 

(7) Prayer — ^the congregation kneel- 
ing. 

(8) Benediction. 

2. The afternoon and evening service 
shall be the same as the morning, ex- 
cept that one of the lessons, or both, 
may be omitted, at the discretion of 
the minister. 

3. The Lord*s Supper shall be ad- 
ministered monthly, in every congre- 
gation, wherever it is pract\c«Ja\^\ ^\A 
where it is not, at everj o^^xWV^ 



IDS 



[Ch. B, 



meeting. Let tlie service preceding 
the administratioa be so proportioned 
as to admit of due time for this solema 
ordinance. 

4. Let the Lord's Prayer be used on 
all occasions of public worship, in 
concluding the first morning prayer, 
the conereEation repeatins after tho 



I 
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words are given out, and asking the 
people: " Now do you know what you 
said last? Did you speak no more 
than you felt ?" 

5. In all our congregations let the 
people learn to sing, and use our own 
Hymn and Tune-books. 

6. Exhort every person in the con- 
gregation to sing ; not one in ten only. 



SECTION II. 

OF PEAYER-MEETINGS. 

QuLes, What directions are given con- 
cerning prayer-meetings ? 

Ana, 1. Let the pastor hold prayer- 
meetings, weekly, in every church 
where it is practicable ; and when he 
cannot himself attend, let him engage 
local preachers, exhorters, class-leaders, 
and others, to hold them. 



i 



2. Let prayer-meetings be beld aim 

at other places where there is a proba- 
bility of their doing gocid. 



SECTION III. 

OF LOVE-FEABTB, 
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brotherly love ; the membefs then give 

brief details of their religious experi- . 

ence ; and the meeting is closed with 

singing and prayer. 

Qties. 2. How often shall we permit 

strangers to be present at our love- 
feasts? 

Ans. Let them be admitted with the 
utmost caution; and the same person 
on no account above twice or thrice, 
unless he become a member. 



SECTION IV. 
OP CLASS-MEETINGS. 

Ques, 1. What directions are given 
concerning class-meetings ? 

Ana, 1. Let the membership of every 
church, wherever it is practicable, be 
divided into smaller companies, called 
classes, axicording \/o X^Lavt t^k^^^' 
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plaeea of abode; and let the membera 


be exhorted to attend the meetings of 


the; 


tame. 


2. 


Two or more elates may meet at 


thet 


laiae time and place, at their ovni 


opti( 


m, and their Icadera may alternate 


in eooductiog the exercises. ^ 


3. 


The pastor shall visit every claa>^| 
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SECTION V. 

OP SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Qv^. What directions are given 
concerning Sunday-schools ? 

Ana. 1. Let Sunday-schools be formed 
in all our congregations, where ten 
children can be collected for that pur- 
pose. And it shall be the especial 
duty of preachers having charge of cir- 
cuits and stations, with the aid of the 
other preachers, to see that this be done ; 
to engage the cooperation of as many 
of our members as they can ; to visit 
the schools as often as practicable ; to 
preach on the subject of Sunday-schools 
and religious instruction in each con- 
gregation ; to lay before the Quarterly 
Conference, at each quarterly meeting, 
to be entered on its journal, a written 
statement of the number and state of 
the Sunday-schools within thevi xe^\)^v!\r 
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ive circuits and stations, and to moke 
n report of the same to their sereial 
Annual Conferences. 

2. Each Quarterly Conference shall 
be deemed a Board of Managera, hav- 
ing supervision of alltheSunday-schooli 
and Suoday-school Societies within iti 
limits. 
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hers the great importance of in- 
cting children in the doctrines and 
^ties of our holy religion. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ADMIinSTEATION OP DISCIPLINE. 

SECTION I. 

TRIAL OP A BISHOP. 

Qiies. 1. To whom is a Bishop amen- 
able for his conduct ? 

Ana. To the General Conference, 
who have power to expel him for im- 
proper conduct, if they see it neces- 
sary. 

Qiies. 2. What provision is made 
for the trial of a Bishop, if he should 
be accused of immorality in the inter- 
val of the General Conference*? 
Jpis, 1. When a Bishop shaWXi^ \xvi- 
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der report, or be accused, of imioo: 
ity, three traveling elders Bhall < 
upon him and carefully inquire i 
the case, and, if tliey believe him gui 
they shall report tbe matter to anot 
Bishop; and it shall be his duty 
Eiimmon together, at some conveni 
. not less than twelve travel 
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ions, shall be delivered to the ac- 
a sufficient length of time to en- 
)le him to make all necessary prepa- 
lutions for his defense. 

Ques. 3. K a Bishop cease from 
traveling at large among the people, 
Aall he still exercise his Episcopal 
office among us, in any degree ? 

Ans. If he cease from traveling, 
without the consent of the General 
Conference, he shall not thereafter 
exercise the Episcopal office in our 
CShurch. 



SECTION II. 

XRIAL OF A TRAVELING PREACHER. 

Qties. 1. To whom is a traveling 
preacher amenable for his conduct ? 

Ans. To the Annual Conference, 
which shall have power to try, acquit, 
or expel him. 

^ues, 2. Whsit shall be don^ ^\i^^ 



•«. X. vvnen a trav€ 

deacon is under report of 
of some crime expressly 
the word of God, if it be 
val of the Annual Confen 
Presiding Elder, in the abs 
Bishop, call as many traveJ 
ers as he shall think fit — ^at 
--and,if possible, bring the fi 
the accuser face to face, 
cused be clearly convicted, ] 
suspended till the ensuing A 
ference. The Presidinsr T* 
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tf his District may inquire into the 
cue, and if they judge it necessary re- 
port to the Bishop, who shall appoint 
a committee of at least three elders, 
fiom within the bounds of the Annual 
Oonference of which the accused is a 
Biember ; he shall also preside at the 
investigation, or some traveling elder 
Appointed by him ; and the accused, if 
guilty, shall be suspended. 

If the accused and the accuser can- 
not be brought &ce to face, but the 
sapposed delinquent evades an inves- 
tigation, it shall be received as a pre- 
sumptive proof of guilt ; and out of the 
mouth of two or three witnesses he shall 
be condemned, and be accordingly sus- 
pended. Nevertheless, even in that 
case, the Annual Conference shall con- 
sider and determine the whole matter. 

2. When the accusation is preferred 
during the session of t\ie AxiKXxA ^^\!^- 



ferenc«, it shall first be referred to 
committee of three traTeling eldera i 
investigation, who shall report to tl 
Conference whether or not they jodj 
a trial necessary. If the Conferenr 
dlSer in judgment from the commiUc 
a new committee may be appointed 
Q into the facts and r 
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to the right of appeal : provided, 
the accused shall, upon good 

>unds alleged, be allowed to chal- 
five in a committee of nine, or 

ren in a committee of thirteen, and 

1 the same ratio for any other number. 
|Ajid the said committee shall make a 
fidthful report to the Conference, in 
vriting, and deliver up to the Secretary 
the whole record of the case, with the 
decision rendered. 

Ques. 3. Whatshallbe done in cases 
of improper tempers, words, or actions ? 

Ana. The person so offending shall 
be reprehended by his senior in office. 
Should a second transgression take 
place, one, two, or three ministers or 
preachers are to be taken as witnesses. 
If he be not then cured, accusation shall 
be preferred at the next Annual Con- 
ference, and the accused shall b^ d^^\^ 
with as in a case of immorality. 



132 
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Ques. 4. "What shall be done 
those mmistera or preachers who 
and diaseminate, publicly or priva 
doctrines vhich are contrary to 
Articles of Religion T 

Ans. Let the same proceea b 
served as in case of jmrnoralilj; 
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inded, and he do not give the Con- 
[iBrence satis&ction that he will amend 
.or voluntarily retire, it may locate him 
irithout his consent. 

2. He shall be at liberty to defend 
himself before the Conference in person, 
or by his representative ; and if he bo 
located in his absence, without having 
been previously notified of an intention 
thus to proceed against him, he may 
apply to the Conference, at its next 
Kfision, to be heard in his defense, and 
the matter shall be reconsidered for 
that purpose. 

Q^e8. 6. What shall be done in the 
case of a preacher who refuses to at- 
tend to the work assigned him ? 

Ana. No deacon or elder who ceases 
to travel without the consent of the 
Annual Conference, certified under the 
hand of the President of the Confer- 
ence, except in case of s\cki\es>a, <k^^A.- 
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ity, or other unayoidable circumsta 
shall, on any account, ezerciBe tfa< 
culiar functions of his office, or 
be allowed to preach among ub ; 
the final determinatJon in ali such 
is with the Annual Conference. 

Nevertheless, in all the aoove- 
tioned cases of trial and convictio 
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ins. He shall be accountable to the 
arterly Conference of the circuit on 
ich he travels. The Presiding El- 
shall call a committee of investiga- 
1, and the course of discipline shall 
pursued that is made and provided 
a local preacher under a like accu- 
ion. 



SECTION IV. 
TRIAL OP A LOCAL PREACHER. 

Ques. 1. To whom is a local preacher 

enable for his conduct? 

ins. To the Quarterly Conference, 

ich shall have power to try, acquit, 

expel him. 

Ques. 2. What shall be done when 

)cal preacher is accused of immor- 

ins. 1. When a local preacher is 
ier report of being guilty oi §>cyKi^ 
ae expressly forbidden in t\ve \30\^ 
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of God, the preacher I 
appoint a committee c 
preachers to investigate t 
if they judge a trial to 
they shall appoint one o 
number to prepare a bill 
apecifications, and preset 
Q.iiarterlv Coiifi 
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4. The President of the Quarterly 
Conference shall, at the commencement 
of the trial, appoint a Secretary, who 
shall take down regular minutes of the 
evidence and proceedings. The min- 
utes, when read and approved, shall be 
dgned by the President, and also by 
the members who are present, or a ma- 
jority of them, and the sentence of the 
Quarterly Conference shall be pro- 
nounced by the President. 

Ques. 3. "What shall be done in cases 
of improper tempers, words, or actions ? 

Ans. The person so offending shall be 
reprehended by the preacher having 
charge. Should a second transgression 
take place, one, two, or three faithful 
firiends are to be taken as witnesses. If 
he be not then cured, he shall be dealt 
with as in a case of immorality ; and if 
found guilty and impenitent, li^ ^VvtvXJL 
be expelled &om the Cbuxch.. 



V j^il be 
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fend himself before the Conference in 
person, or by his representative. The 
President of the Quarterly Conference 
shall have regular minutes of the in- 
vestigation taken, which, on being read 
and approved, shall be signed by him- 
self and a majority of the members of 
the Conference. 

Nevertheless, in all the above-men- 
tioned cases of trial and conviction, an 
appeal to the ensuing Annual Confer- 
ence shall be allowed, if the condemned 
person signify his intention to appeal 
at the time of his condemnation, or at 
any time thereafter when he is informed 
thereof. 



SECTION V. 

OP THE TBIAL OP A MEMBER. 

Qries, 1. How shall an accused mem* 
her be brought to trial? 
5 
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I Ans. 1. Before the clmicli of wh! 
a member, or a, select numi 
f them, in the presence of a Bish 
, deacon, or preacher, in the 1 

I When a member of the Churcl 
' report of being guilty of so 
espressly forbidden in tlie w( 
' God, the preacher having cha: 
liall appoint a committee of tJjree i 
raembers, who shall inyestig 
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! ; and if the accused be found guilty 
I majority of the committee, let the 
Lcher declare him suspended or ex- 
ed. Nevertheless, the preacher may, 
is discretion, bring the case before 
whole Church for trial. 
. copy of the charge and specifica- 
3 shall be delivered to the accused 
fficient length of time before the 
[, to enable him to make all neces- 
• preparations for his defense ; and 
tie case of trial before a committee^ 
shall be allowed, upon good rea- 
alleged, to challenge two in a com- 
,ee of five, and in like ratio for any 
T number. 

he preacher in charge shall preside 
le trial, and decide all questions of 
appertaining to or growing out of 
case. He shall, at the commence- 
t of the trial, appoint a Secretary^ 
shall take down Te^\i\sjt ts^xs^^ 
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Bf the evidence and proceedings, wh 
liinutes, when read and approved, si 

Qed by the President and 
Becretary, 
I If the accused person evade a ti 
y absenting himself after sufficient 
CB given him, and the circurastan 
Bf the accusation be strong and j 
"Tumptive, let him be esteemed as gui 
Bnd be accordingly suspended or 
lelkd. Witneaaea from without si: 
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)r two faithful friends. On a third 
se, let the case be brought before 
yhurch, or a select number; and if 
i be no sign of real humiliation^ 
iffender must be cut off. 

K a member of our Church en- 
or to sow dissension in any of our 
ties, by inveighing against either 
loctrines or discipline, such person 
fending shall be first reproved by 
senior minister or preacher of his 
lit ; and if he persist in such per- 
us practices, he shall be expelled 

the Church. 

ues, 2. What shall be done in case 
isputes between members of the 
•ch? 

15. 1. On any dispute between two 
ore members of our Church, con- 
ing the payment of debts, or oth- 
50, which cannot be settled by 
Kirtica concemeA, \k^ Y^^^-s^sSwet \a. 
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charge shall inquire into tiie circum- 
slances of the case ; and shall reconi- 
meud to the contending parties a refei- 
ence, consiBting of one arbiter chosen 
by the plaintiff, and another chosen by 
the <!efendant ; which two arhiteta so 
chosen shall nominate the third — the 
three arbiters being members of our 
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3. Audif auymemberof ourChurch 
eliall refiisB, in caaea of debt or other 
disputes, to refer the matter to arbitrar 
tion, when recommeoded by him who 
has the chai^ of the circuit, or shall 
enter into a lawsuit with another mem- 
ber before these measures are taken, he 
shall be expelled, unless the case be of 
such a nature as to require and justify 
a process at law. 

Nevertheless, in all the above-men- 
tioned cases of trial and expulsion, an 
appeal to the ensuing Quarterly Con- 
ference shall he allowed, if the con- 
demned person signify to the pastor his 
intention to appeal at the time of his 
condemnation, or at any time thereaf- 
ter when he is informed thereof. 



r- 
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OF APPEALS. 

SECTION I. 
APPEAL OP A TRAVELING PREACH 

1. In all cases, it shall be the di 
of the Secretary of the Annual Conj 
ence to preserve the documents rel 
ing to the trial of members, which d 
umente only, in an appeal from the . 
cision of an Annual Conference, shall 
presented to the General Conferen 
in evidence on the case. 

2. When an appeal is made, and 



/ 
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have full power to try the case ; and 
their decision shall be final. And the 
said conunittee shall make a faithful 
report to the General Conference, in 
writing, and deliver up to the Secre- 
tary the whole record of the case, with 
the decision rendered. 

3. No member shall be appointed to 
Berve on any appeal when he has been 
a member of the committee that first 
tried the case. 

4 The appellant shall either state 
personally, or by his representative, 
(who shall be a member of the Confer- 
ence,) the grounds of his appeal, show- 
ing cause why he appeals, and he shall 
be permitted to make his defense with- 
out interruption. After which the rep- 
resentatives of the Annual Conference 
from whose decision the appeal is made, 
shall be permitted to resi^ond yol ^^<5s« 
ence of the appellaiit, ^\iCi ^ibS!^ Va: 
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privileg* of replying, which shall close 
the pleadings ob both sides. This done, 
the appellant shall withdraw, and the 
committee shall decide. 

5. No minister, after such form of 
trial and expulsion, shall be restored 
to the communion of the Church with- 
jatisfactory cvidcn 
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nine, nor more than thirteen, who shall 
have full power to try the case ; and 
their decision shall be final. 

2. No member of the Quarterly Con- 
ference that first tried the case shall be 
appointed on this committee. 

3. The minutes of the trial in the 
Quarterly Conference shall be laid be- 
fore this committee, which documents 
only shall be in evidence ; and the said 
committee shall make a faithful report 
to the Annual Conference, in writing, 
and deliver up to the Secretary the 
whole record of the case, with the de- 
cision rendered. 

4. The appellant shall either state 
personally, or by his representative, 
(who shall be a member of the Confer- 
ence,) the grounds of his appeal, show- 
ing cause why he appeals, and he shall 
be permitted to make his defense with- 
out interruption. After >N\v\Q\i\)cvfcX'£^ 
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rescnfativea of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, from whose decision the appeal is 
made, eliall be permitted to respond in 
presence of the appellant, who shall 
have privilege of replying, which shall 
close the pleadings on both ddcs. 
Tliis done, the appellant shall with- 
draw, and the commiUiee 6ha.ll decide. 
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terly Conference, from which minutes 
the case shall finally be determined. 

3. No member of the committee for 
trial shall vote on the appeal. 

4. The appellant shall either state per- 
sonally, or by his representative, (who 
shall be a member of the Church,) 
the grounds of his appeal, showing 
cause why he appeals, and he shall be 
permitted to make his defense without 
interruption. After which the repre- 
sentatives of the society or committee 
from whose decision the appeal is made, 
shall be permitted to respond in pres- 
ence of the appellant, who shall have 
privilege of replying, which shall close 
the pleadings on both sides. This 
done, the appellant shall withdraw, 
and the majority of the members of 
the Quarterly Conference present shall 
finallv determine the case. 

5. No member, ai\ibT wvdcL feroi 'iSl 



142 



jasrsrvAxioE o 



[Ck.8. 



trial and expuluon, shall be restond 
to the comniunioQ of the Church with- 
out giving satisfactory evidence of re- 
pentance, unless the Quarterly Confer- 
ence shall become coavinced tha,t he 
was innocent of the crime for which 
he was expelled, in which case he may 
be restored. 
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2. Should he at any future time give 
satisfactory evidence to said Confer- 
ence of his amendment or innocence, 
and procure a certificate of the Quar- 
terly Conference of the circuit or sta- 
tion where he resides, or of an Annual 
Conference which may have admitted 
him on trial, reconmiending to the 
Annual Conference, of which he was 
formerly a member, the restoration of 
his credentials, the said Conference 
may restore them. 



SECTION II. 

CREDENTIALS OP LOCAL ELDERS OR 

DEACONS. 

1. When any local elder or deacon 
is deprived of his credentials of ordi- 
nation by expulsion or otherwise, it 
shall be the duty of the Presiding El- 
der to require them of laim, «uxA \r> '^^ 
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them with tbe papers of the Annual 
Conference within the limits of which 
the said local preacher reaides. 

2. Should he, at any future time, 
produce to the Annual Conference a 
certificate of his restoration by the 
Quarterly Conference, signed by the 
iitleut and Secretary thereof, hie 




Sec. 2.] the MiNisTBr. 145 

those who are to pay it, or by an 
agent authorized to act for them. 

2. The salary and traveling expenses 
of preachers on circuits and stations 
shall be estimated by their respective 
Boards of Stewards. 

3. The stewards shall report to each 
Church-meeting the whole amount to 
be raised, and that part of it which 
each congregation is expected to pay. 
The Church Conference shall adopt its 
own method of raising this money. 



SECTION II. 

SUPPORT OP PRESIDING ELDERS. 

1. The salary and traveling expenses 
of Presiding Elders shall be estimated 
by the District Stewards. 

2. The District Stewards shall a.^ 
portion the amount aWo^ved '^JHi^^'ij, 



i 



shall add the sum, thus 
the amounts agreed on t 
their preachers, and its c 
be provided for in the sa 



SECTION III 

SUPPORT OF BISl 

The Bishops shall be g 
cording to the following p 

1. The allowance of th< 
salary and traveling expe 
estimated bv fV.^ '^-" 
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raising said amount, which shall be 
called the Bishops' Fund. 

3. This Fund shall be paid over to 
the Joint Board of Finance of the 
Annual Conference; and the Chair- 
man of said Board shall pay the 
amount collected to the Bishop presid- 
ing at the Conference, and take his re- 
ceipt, and forward the same, or a copy 
thereof, to the Book Agent 

4. At the annual meeting of the 
Bishops, each Bishop shall report to 
the Book Agent the amount paid to 
him by the several Annual Confer- 
ences, to be divided between all the 
Bishops in proportion to the amount 
estimated for the support of each. 

6. The Bishops who shall have been 
placed upon the retired list, or who are 
unable to do full work, shall share in 
the collections, in proportion to tl\Qi 
amounts estimated, witTa. \\ivi'e>^ ^Vc» ^^^ 
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efficieut, and who are actively eogaged 
in tlie work. 

6. In the interval of the Bishops' 
annual meeting, the funds collected 
and paid over to the Bishops shall be 
divided between the effective Bishops 
and those who are on the retired list, 
r who are not able to do full work. 
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ich the work assigned them by the 
neral Conference lies ; and be paid 
m the proceeds of their office, or by 
ih other means as the Conference 
17 devise. 



SECTION V. 
P THE JOINT BOARD OP FINANCE. 

1. Each Annual Conference shall 
ve a Joint Board of Finance, ap- 
nted by the President of the Con- 
ence, (unless otherwise ordered,) at 
! close of its annual session, to hold 
ir office until the close of the next 
uing Annual Conference session. 
I, Said Board shall consist of one 
rical member of the Conference and 
5 layman for each Presiding Elder's 
jtrict. They shall elect their owa 
irman and secretary, and \J[ieiT2k^^x^ 
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ehall fill all vacancies that may occur 
iu the body : provided, they do so by 
keeping up an equal number of clerical 
and lay niembera. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Joint 
Board — 

(1) To receive all moneys collected 
s Conference collections c 
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dal interests of the Conference shall be 
referred to this Board, and be care- 
fiilly considered and reported upon. 

(4) They shall make a ftill report 
of all proceedings to the Conference, 
which shall either approve, recommit, 
or amend their report 

(6) The members of this Board, and 
especially the Chairman thereof, shall 
carefully consider the financial inter- 
ests during the year, and shall collect 
SQch authentic information in regard 
to the pecuniary circumstances of the 
usual claimants on the Conference 
funds as shall facilitate the business 
of the Board at its annual meeting. 

(6) The Recording Steward of each 
circuit shall report to the Joint Board 
of Finance a full account of the acts 
of the Board of Stewards the preced- 
ing year. The Joint Board shall dsi- 
cide all issues that may ex.\s>\.\>^\r«^^^ 
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the stewards and the Fresidiiig ] 
or any of the preachers, in rclati 
Balaries, and their decision aha 
final ; but in no case ehall they 
any preacher to have a claim o 
Church he has served, as of debt, 
his pastoral connection has ceasec 
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llethodist Episcopal Church; South, 
hall hereafter be committed to one 
Board, under the following provisions 
md regulations: 

Article I. The Board shall consist 
of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a 
Becretary, a Treasurer, and eleven 
lianagers. They shall all be members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and shall be elected quadren- 
nially by the General Conference, ex- 
cept the Treasurer, who shall be elected 
by the Board. When, from any cause, 
the Greneral Conference shall fail to 
meet at the appointed time, the Board 
shall continue in office until the next 
meeting of the General Conference. 
The Bishops shall be ex officio members 
of the Board. 

Abt. n. The Board shall have 
authority to make by-la.ws for regu- 
lating its own proceedings; to appro- 
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priate money to defray incidental es- 
peiisca; to provide for the support of 
superannuated misaionariea, and widows 
uiid orphans of missionaries, who may 
not be provided for by any Anniw l 
t'uuference; to print books for the In- 
dimi, German, and Foreign missions; 
lo build houses of worship, sohool- 
houses, residences for the missionaries, 
ami defrayal] other necessary expenses 
incident to the work under its care, 
The Board shall also publish, annually, 
statement of its transactions and 
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is; the number of persons to be 
ployed in each; estimate the sums 
icssary for the support of each mis- 
i; fix the amount which may be 
.wn for during the year, and the 
ision of said amount between the 
reign and Domestic missions. 
\.RT. IV. The suras allowed for the 
port of missionaries shall be suffi- 
it to support them in their work. 
3 Board shall require communica- 
18 to be made quarterly by each 
sionary, or from each mission, to 
Secretary, giving information of the 
je and prospects of the missions in 
!ch they are employed. No one 
11 be acknowledged as a missionary, 
receive support from the Board, 
) has not some definite work as- 
led him, or who could not be an 
ctive laborer on a circuit, e's.ce-^^t ?^^ 
rovided for in Article U. 
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Akt. v. The revenue of tlie Board 
shall be derived as follows: From 
annual collections in every congrega- 
tion, at such time and in such manner 
as each Annual Conference shall di- 
rect ; from special coUectiona made It 
the Secretary ; and from donations and 
legacies. 

Akt. VI. The Secretary shall reside 
at the place where the Board is locakd, 
liiit may be a member of any Annual 
Conference. Itshall be the duty of the 
Secjretary to journalize the proceedings 
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the Annual Conferences, and the 

lions under the care of the Board, 

1 a view to promote the interests of 

missionary cause. The salary of 

> Secretary shall be fixed by the 

>ard, and the Board may employ 

ch clerical assistance as may be neo- 

sary. 

Art. VII. The Treasurer shall hold 
11 the funds of the Board in safe de- 
weit, which deposit shall be made by 
dm as an officer of the Board, sub- 
ject to his drafts as such, and to those 
f his successors in office. He shall 
ilso fiimish an annual report, to be 
»abli8hed with the report of the Sec- 
etary. 

Art. VIII. In case of vacancy oc- 
^oned by death, resignation, or oth- 
irwise, in the Board, such vacancy 
hall be filled by the Board, \iu\aI W\^ 
nsuing General Conference. 
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Ajit. is. Nine members at an an- 1 
niifll meeting of the Board, and seven 
Ti'emliers at a called meeting, shall con- 
stitute a quorum. 

Akt. X. (1) It shall be the duty of 
each Annual Conference to organize b 
Conference Board of Missions, which 
shall appoint its own officers, and reg- 
ulate ita own administration, subject to 
the provisions of this Constitution. 
Earh Conference Board shall pay into 
the ti-casury of the General Missionary 
Boai'd, forty per cent of all the moneys 
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r in which collections for missions 
ill be taken up within its bounds. 
) It shall be the duty of each Pre- 
ling Elder to bring the subject of 
ssions before the District Conference, 
d also before the Quarterly Confer- 
ee of each circuit and station within 
) District. 

Art. XI. This Board shall be lo- 
ted and domiciled in the city of Nash- 
le, State of Tennessee. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CHUBOHES AUD CHUECH-PBOPEETY. 

SECTION I. 
OF BUILDING CHURCHES. 

Ques. Is any thing advisable in re- j 

rd to building churches? M 

Am. L Let all our cWtd^v^^ \>^ 
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plain and decent, and with free seats, 
as lar as practicable. 

2. In order more effectually to pre- 
vent our people from contracting debts 
whicli they are not able to disohar^, 
it shall be the duty of the Quarterly 
Conference of every circuit and station, 
where it is contemplated to build a 




8X0. 1.] BDILDIVa OHUBOHXB. 161 

ing hbuaes of worship have been or 
inay be incurred contrary to or in dis- 
r^ard of the aboye recommendation^ 
QUT membeiB and Mends are requested 
to diflcountenancey by declining pecil-* 
niary aid to, all agents who shall travel 
abroad beyond their own circuits or 
districts, &r the collection of funds 
for the dicKiharge of such debts, except 
in such peculiar cases as may be ap- 
proved by an Annual Conference. 

4. In fliture, we will admit no char- 
ter, deed, or conveyance for any house 
of worship to be used by us, unless it 
be provided in such charter, deed, 'or 
conveyance, that the trustees of said 
house shall at all times permit such 
ministers and preachers, belonging to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
as shall from time to time be duly au- 
thorized by the General Conference of 

our Church, or by the AunwfiX doiiSsitr 
6 



i 



the true meaning and 
deed of settlement. 



SECTION ] 
OF BUILDING PAB 

Quea. What advice < 

given concerning the 

dwelling-houses for th 

married traveling preacl 

Ana. 1. It is recomir 
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ConSeseace^ according to our deed of 
settlemeiit. 

2. It shall be the duly of the Presid- 
ing Elders and preachers to use thdi^ 
inflnence to carry the above rules re- 
apecdng bnilding houses, fiyr the ac- 
commodation of preachers and their 
fiunilies, into effect In order to do 
ihis^ each Quarterly Conference shall 
appoint a committee^ (unless other 
measures have been adopted,) who, 
irith the advice and aid of the preach- 
ers and Presiding Elder, shall devise 
such means as may seem fit to raise 
money for that purpose. And it is 
recommended to the Annual Confer- 
ences to make a special inquiry of their 
members respecting this part of their 
duly. 



{ 



OP SECUEING CHURCHES 

SONAOES. 

Ques. 1. What shall be c 
security of our preaching- 1 
parsonages, and other Churc 
and the premises belonging 

Ans. 1. Each Annual Coi 
authorized to make such m 
in the deeds as they may fin 
ferent usages and customs ( 
quire in the different States a 
tories, so as to secure the 
firmly by deed, and perma 
fee simple, to the Methodist 
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place: "In trust, that said premises 
shall be used, kept, maintained, and 
disposed of as a place of Divine wor- 
ship for the use of the ministry and 
membership Of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South ; subject to the dis- 
cipline, usage, and ministerial appoint- 
ments of said Church, as from time to 
time authorized and declared by the 
General Conference of said Church, 
and the Annual Conference within 
whose bounds the said premises are 
situate." 

2. Likewise, in all conveyances of 
ground for the building of dwelling- 
houses for the use of the preachers, or 
upon which they may have been already 
built, let the following clause be in- 
serted at the proper place : " In trust, 
that said premises shall be held, kept, 
and maintained and disposed of as fl 
place of residence fox t\i^ wa^ ^\A J 
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cupancy of the preachers of the Meth 
odiat Episcopal Church, South, wh' 
ni.iy from time to tuae be appointed i; 
eidd place ; subject to the usage am 
discipline of said Church, as froti 
time to time authorized aud declarei 
by the General Conference of sai 
Cliurch, and by the Annual Confei 
eune within whose bounds the saii 
premises are eituate." 
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be conveyed to the new boards thus 
created, and the former board or boards 
shall be freed from all pecuniary lia- 
bilities, such being transferred to the 
new boards respectively. 

2. The trustees, with the consent of 
the preacher in charge and the Quar- 
terly Conference, shall have power to 
sell any church, or parsonage property, 
which has gone out of use, or should 
be removed to another place, the pro- 
ceeds of which shall be under the di- 
rection of the Quarterly Conference. 

3. If the said trustees, or any of them, 
or their successors, have advanced, or 
shall advance, any sum or sums of 
money, or are or shall be responsible 
for any sum or sums of money, on ac- 
count of Church-property, and they, 
the said trustees, or their successors, b« 
obliged to pay the aavdi ^\rav est 'sosea ^ 

money, they, or a ma^QtvX*'^ '^^ *^^ 
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gliall be authorized to raise the said 
sum or sums of money by a mortgage 
on the said property, or by selling the 
said property, after notice ^ven to the 
preacher in charge, or the Presiding 
Elder of the District, if the money due 
be not paid to the said trustees, or 
their successors, within one year after 
such notice has been given ; and if 
such sale take place, the said trustees, 
or their Buceessors, after paying _the 
debt and other expenses which are due 
from the money arising from such sale, 
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Conference shall dispose of the said 
money, by a vote of the majority, for 
the. use of the said circuit, station, or 
mission. 



CHAPTER XII. 

DEVISES AND GIFTS. 

SECTION I. 

OF DEVISES BY WILL OR DONATIONS. 

All persons wishing to make dona- 
tions or devise by will any thing for 
the Publishing House, the missionary 
work, an Annual Conference, or for the 
uses and purposes of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, are requested 
to adopt the foUowing form of legal 
conveyance : 

(1.) Form of a Devise by WilL 

In the name of God — Amen. 

1, f A. B.,] being of ^^qmxvI tcAbA « 
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mciiiory, do coDstitiite thia my last will 
aud testament: 

Item 1. I give and devise the follow 
iiig [here describe the property] U 
" , Agent of the Publish- 
ing House of the Methodiat Episcopa 
Cliurch, South," and its use to be cou 
trolkd by said Agent for the use anc 
benefit of, [here state the beaevolem 
object or purpose to which you wisi: 
the Agent to apply your property,] t( 
ho thus applied by said Agent, undei 
ilie direction of the General Conferenci 
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of, I have hereunto set my liand and 

seal, this day of , 18 — . 

In the presence of witnesses. \ p^^^^ -, 
FLet there be three.! J 



[Let there be three.] 

(2.) F(yirm of a Deed of Gift 

State of 

County, 



;} 



Know all men by these presents, that 
I, [write name,] for and in considera- 
tion of the love I bear for the cause of 
Christ, and from an earnest desire to 
promote his heritage on earth, do give 
and grant, and by these presents con- 
vey unto " , Agent of the 

Publishing House of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South," for the use 
and benefit of [state the particular ob- 
ject for which the gift is made,] to be 
applied by said Agent to the object 
herein stated, under the direction <^ 
the General Cv>iifeievic,^ ot \k'^ "^^ 
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o'list Episcopal Church, South. And 
t}ie said Agent is to have and to hold 
th D property aforesaid, for the use afore- 
said, free from the claim or claims of 
myself, my heirs, my executors or ad- 
ministrators, and &om the claims of all 
others whatsoever. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
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be made to him for the "Publishing 
House," he Bhall use it as other ftmds 
held by him as Agent; if for our mis- 
sionary work, he shall pay it over to 
the Treasurer of the Missionary Board 
of our Church; if for an Annual 
Conference, he shall pay it to any 
agent duly authorized to receive it; 
and if for the uses and purposes of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
without specifying any more particular 
use, he shall retain it until the General 
Conference next ensuing, and report it 
to that body, subject to their order. 



) 
J- 



> 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



SECTION I. 

THE ORDER FOB THE ADMIITIBTRA.' 
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^here iJueves do not break fhrough 
nor steaL Matt vL 19, 20. 

Whatsoever ye wotdd that men 
dionld do to yon, do ye even so to 
them; fiyr this 18 the law and the proph- 
ets. Matt viL 12. 

Not every one that saith unto me, ^ 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heav^i ; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 
MAtt viL 21. 

Zaocheus stood, and said unto the 
Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have 
taken any thing &om any man by 
iUse iaccosation^ I restore hhn fonrfolcL 
Lake zix. 8. 

He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly ; and he which sow- 
eth bountifully shall reap also bounti- 
fiiUy. Every man as he purposeth in 
his heart, bo let him give\ TiSi\. ^cvi.^^ 



_-^»v> tuereiort 

let us do good unto all n 
unto them who are of the 
faith. Gal. vi. 10. 

Godliness with content 
gain ; for we brought noth 
world, and it is certain \ 
nothing out. 1 Tim. vi. 6. 

Charge them that are . 
world, that they be ready U 
willing to communicate, la 
store for themselves a good 
against the time to come, th: 

lav hf>^rl 
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To do good, and to communicate, 
forget not ; for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased. Heb. xiii. 16. 

Whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shut' 
teth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him ? 1 John iii. 17. 

He that hath pity upon the poor) 
lendeth unto the Lord ; and that which 
he hath given will he pay him again. 
Prov. xix. 17. 

Blessed is he that cohsidereth- the 
poor : the Lord will deliver him in time 
of trouble. Psalm xli. 1. 

7%en thaU the elder read this invitation : 

Ye that do truly and earnestly re- 
pent of your sins, and are in love and 
charity with your neighbors, and in- 
tend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his \ioVy ^«j^^^^\^:^ 
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near with faith, and take this holysao- 
rament to your comfort, and make 
your humble confession to Almigb^ 
God, meekly kneeling upon youi 
knees. 

Then shaU Oit gmerai eoTtfallm bs modi ty tlte ■•&•■ 
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Lord Jesus Christ's sake forgive us all 
that is past, and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in new- 
ness of life, to the honor and glory of 
thy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lford. Amen, 

Then 8hdu Me elder wy^ 

O Almighty God, our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, who of thy great mercy hast 
promised forgiveness of sins to all them 
that with hearty repentance and true 
faith turn to thee : have mercy upon 
us ; pardon and deliver us from all our 
sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and bring us to everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts 
be open, all desires known, and from 
whom nci secrets are hid : cleanse the 
thoughts of OUT hearts by fti^ vas^vt'^i* 



Then shaU the elder say, 

It is very meet, right, 
bounden duty, that we shoi 
times, and in all places, gi 
unto thee, O Lord, hoi] 
almighty, everlasting God. 

Therefore with angels an 
gels, and with all the compac 
en, we laud and magnify th 
name, evermore praising the 
ing. Holy, holy, holy, Lo] 
hosts, heaven and earth are 
orlnrv. Glorv be to thee, O 
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>ld and great inercies. We are not 
orthy so muoh as to gather up the 
limbs under thy table. But thou art 
le same Lord, whose property is 
Iways to have mercy : Grant us, there- 
>re, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh 
f thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
rink his blood, that our sinful souls 
nd bodies may be made clean by his 
eath, and washed through his most 
recious blood, and that we may ever- 
lor^ dwell in him, and he in us. 
[fnen, 

%en the elder sTuiU eay the prayer of conaeeratioih at 

foUoweth : 

Almighty GkKi, our Heavenly Father, 
'ho of thy tender mercy didst give 
line only Son Jesus Christ to suffer 
eath upon the cross for our redemp- 
on ; who made there (by his oblation 
f himself once offered) a fiill, perfect, 
nd sufficient sacrifice, oblsAiau^ ^^sd. 



eatisfacdon for the dns c 
world; and did institute, 
holy Gospel command us 
a perpetual memory of tlia 
death until his coming agt 
merciful Father, we n 
beseech thee, and grant 
cdving these thy ereatui 




TfiS lord's suffer. 1S3 

f the New Testament, which is 
r you and for many, for the re- 
ef sins : do this, as oft as ye 
ink it, in remembrance of me. 



: the mvnisUr first reeewe the eommunion in 
is himeelft and then proceed to deliver the 
the other ministers in like manner, if any he 
Then shall he say the LordPs Prayer, the 
tXll kneeling and reputing after him every 

Father who art in heaven, hal- 
e thy name ; thy kingdom come ; 
1 be done on earth, as it is in 
; give us this day our daily 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
»rgive those who trespass against 
1 lead us not into temptation, 
Lver us from evil ; for thine is 
ydom, and the power, and the 
yr ever and ever. Amen. 

Tnn mat/ he sung, and the communicants 
invited to the table. T)e minister %h.aU d«r 
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«ou^ and 6oc?y unto € 
Take and eat this in re: 
Christ died for thee, an( 
thy heart by fe,ith with t 

And tfie minister tfiat deliveret 

The blood of our Lor 
which was shed for the 
soul and body unto ev 
Drink this in remembran 
blood was shed fe.r thee, 
ful. 

When €M have communicated^ the v 



itotAeir 

'd Jesus 



1.1 




lord's suffer. 



ioe of praise and thai 

hmnhly beeeeching the( 

bj the merits and dea 

JesoB Ghiiflty and throng 

blood, ire and thy who] 

obtein remission of our 

odior beneftts of his pass! 

tie oflEbr and present un 

ounelveSy our souls a 

bo a reasonable, holy, a 

unto thee; humbly 1 

that all we who are pa: 

,. fldi holy communion may be 

fliy grace and heavenly b< 

And although we be unworth 

mani&ld sins, to offer 

any sacrifice^ yet we besee< 

accept this our bounden dul 

Tioe; not weighing our merii 

dooaing our offenses, throi 

Christ our Lord : by whom 

whom, in the unity of the B 



Amen. " '' ' 

Then nta 

CHory be to Go( 

earth peace, good-wi 

praise thee, we bles 

thee, we glorify the 

to thee for thy great. 

ieavenly King, Go, 

mighty, 

O Lord, the only b, 

J^nst: O Lord God 

^n of the Father, tha 
sinsof thoTO„-jj , 
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le liOrd : thou only, O Christ, with 
Holy Ghost, art most high in the 
y of God the Father. Amen. 

i the elder, if he see it expedient, may put up an 
temporaneoue prayer; and afterward shaU let the 
xfple depart vdth this blessing : 

May the peace of God, which pass- 
h all understanding, keep your hearts 
ad minds in the knowledge and love 
f Gk)d, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
or liOrd; and the blessing of Grod 
dmighty, the Father, the Son, and 
be Holy Ghost, be among you, and re- 
tain with you always. Amen, 

fVte elder be straitened for time, he may omit any 

part of the service except the prayer of eonsecra- 

Hon. 

fthe eonseerated bread or trine be aXL spent before cUl 

have communicated, the elder may consecrate more, 

by repeating the prayer of consecration, 

iCt those who have scruples concerning the receiving of 
the communion kneeUng, be permitted to receive it 
either standing or sitting; but no person shall be ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper among us who is guilty 

€f any prentice for which we wovld exclxide a mcnv 

3ar of our CTiurch. 



i 



THE MINISTRATION C 

INFANT! 

The ministerf coming to the foi 
irith pure watery shall use t 
other suitable exhortation: 

Dearly beloved, for 
men are conceived an* 
and that our Saviour C 
cept a man be bom o: 
the Spirit, he cannot 
kingdom of God : Ibese 
upon God the Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, tha 
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Jmighty and everlasting God, we 
)ech thee for thine infinite mercies, 
< thou wilt look upon Uiis child: 
h him and sanctify him with the 
y Ghost ; that he, being delivered 
Q thy wrath, may be received into 
ark of Christ's Church, and being 
dfast in faith, joyful through hope, 
rooted in love, may so pass the 
|es of this troublesome world, that 
lly he may come to the land of ever- 
ing life, there to reign with thee. 
Id without end, through Jesus Christ 
LfOrd. Amen. 

^ merciful God, grant that the old 
un in this ehUd may be so buried, 
; the new man may be raised up in 
. Amen, 

rrant that all carnal affections may 
in him, and that all things belong- 
to the Spirit may live and gro^^ ia 
Amen, 



II 



l| 




Chsnt t^at he may hare po^ 
fltrength to have victoiy, and 
tunph ^aioBt the devil, ^6 woi 
the flesh. Amea. 

Grant that whosoever Is dt 
to thee by our office and minisl 
also be endued with heavenly 
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childy now to be baptized, may receive 
the illness of thy grace, and ever re- 
main in the number of thy faithful 
and elect children, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

2%«n ahaU the people stand up ; and the minister shall 

say, 

Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. Mark, 
in the tenth chapter, at the thirteenth verse. 

They brought yoimg children to 
Christ, that he should touch them. 
And his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them ; but when Jesus saw it, 
he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
guch is the kingdom of God. Verily 
I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein. And 
he took them up in his arms, put liia 
hands upon them, and blesseA. \)cvew.% 



193 



[Ch.1 



•g the parfniA, or otht 
preemiins ths cAiid, %haU. say. 

In causing this child to be brougl 
by baptism into the Church of Chris 
it is your duty to teach Aim to renounc 
the devil and all his works, the va' 
pomp and glory of the world, with a 
jvctous dogires of the same, and tl 
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The mirUiiter may, at his discretion, lay hands on the 
tubjeet, aeeompanymg the act with a stUtable invo- 
cation, and then, aU kneeling, close toith extempora- 
neous devoUons and the Lord^s Prayer. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come ; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us ; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
Amen, 



SECTION III. 

THE MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM TO 

SUCH AS ARE OF RIPER YEARS. 

2%0 minister, coming to the font, tohieh is to be fiUed 
with pure water, shall use the following, or some 
other suitable exhortation: 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all 
men are conceived and born in sin, 
(and that which is bom o? \!afe ^^^j^Sa^ 
7 



•«AA\A 



tiMh our fc3aviour CI 
cept a man be bom of 
the Spirit, be cannot e. 
kingdom of God: I be 
call upon God the Fathei 
Lord Jesus Christ, that 
teous goodness he will g 
persona that which by nai 
not have: that they may 
with water and the Hol^ 
received into Christ's holy 
be made lively members of 

Then 8?iaU the minister 

Almighty and immort 
aid of all that r\(^f^ *^ 
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tized. Beceive them, O Lord, as thou 
hast promised by thy well-beloved Son, 
saying, Ajsk, and ye shall receive; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you : so give now 
unto us that ask; let us that seek 
find ; open the gate unto us that knock ; 
that iheae persons may enjoy the ever- 
lasting benediction of thy heavenly 
washing, and may come to the eternal 
kingdom which thou hast promised by 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then ihaU the people stand up, and the minister shall 

say. 

Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St John, in 

the third chapter, beginning at the first verse : 

There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews : 
the same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Kabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God; 
for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God lofe m>3cL \lvk3u 




but; Ji.iii^uuiii ui vjruu. x^. 

unto him, How can a 
when he is old? Can 
second time into his m 
and be bom ? Jesus am 
verily, I say unto thee, '. 
be bom of water, and 
he cannot enter into th( 
God. That which is bo 
is flesh ; and that which 
Spirit is spirit. Marv< 
said unto thee, Ye must 
The wind bloweth when 
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Well-beloved, who are come hither, 
desiring to receive holy baptism, ye 
have heard how the congregation hath 
prayed that our Lord Jesus Christ 
would vouchsafe to receive youy and 
bless you, to release you of your sins, 
to give y(m the kingdom of heaven, and 
everlasting life. And our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath promised in his holy word 
to grant all those things that we have 
prayed for ; which promise he for his 
part will most surely keep and perform. 

Wherefore after this promise made 
by Christ, ye must also faithfully, for 
your part, promise, in the presence of 
this whole congregation, that ye will 
renounce the devil and all his works, 
and constantly believe God's holy word, 
and obediently keep his command- 
ments. 

UTten shall the minister demand of each oj tl^A'pCv'WWJfc \ 
to he baptized^ severaUu : 



^^ tl 



.- w**vy vruixu, witti all 
desires of the same, and the . 
sires of the flesh, so that thoi 
follow or be led by them? 

Am, I renounce them all. 

Que9, Dost thou believe in 
Father Almighty, maker ol 
and earth? and in Jesus CI 
only begotten Son, our Lord? 
he was conceived by the Hol^ 
bom of the Virgin Mary ? tha 
fered under Pontius Pilate, wj 
fled, dead, and buried? that 



€%r»€% 



:^ xi 



SEa 3.] ABE OP EIPER YEARS. 199 

Ghost, the Giurch of God, the com- 
XQunion of saints, the remission of 
sins, the resurrection, of the body, and 
everlasting life after death ? 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 

Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this 
faith? 

Ans. This is my desire. 

Ques, Wilt thou then obediently 
keep God's holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the 
days of thy life? 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God 
being my helper. 

7%en shall the minister say, 

O merciful God, grant that the old 
Adam in these persons may be so buried, 
that the new man may be raised up in 
ihem. Amen. 

Grant that all carnal affe.Q,t\Qi\i^ \o^^ 
die in tliem, and tlaat a\\ XJcim^^^^^^'c^'ir 

A 



^w ciiau uiey may h 

and strength to have victo 
triumph against the devil, 
and the flesh. Amen, 

Grant that they, being here 
to thee by our ofiice and min 
also be endued with heaven, 
and everlastingly rewarded, 
thy mercy, O blessed Lord < 
dost live and govern all thin 
without end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living Go 
most dearly-beloved Son Jesi 



A.. 
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we beseech thee, the supplications of 
this congregation ; and grant that the 
persons now to be baptized may receive 
the fullness of thy grace, and ever 
remain in the number of thy faithful 
and elect children, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

Then shaU the minister take each person to he baptized 
by the right fumd ; and placing him conveniently by 
ike fonti according to his discretion, shall ask the 
name; and then shall sprinkle or pour water upon 
him, (or, if he shaU desire it, shaU immerse him in 
toater,) saying, 

JV., I baptize thee in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen, 

The minister may, at his discretion, lay hands on tA« 
stUyect, accompanying the act uoith a suitable invoca- 
tion. 






if I 
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^v^x.xxxuJN OF CHURCH-ME 

The minister shall cause the candidate 
conveniently before the congregation, a 
tidr^ any who may not have been p-i 
tizedf he shcUl say: 

Brethren, the Church is of 
will be preserved to the end 
for the promotion of his won 
the due administration of his \ 
ordinances — ^the maintenance < 
tian fellowship and discipline— 
fication of believers, and the coi 
of the world. All, of every i 
station, stand in need of th^ rv 



SeO. 4.] 07 OHUECH-UEICBEBS. 203 

its commanion, without assuming its 
obligations, it is my duty to demand of 
these persons present whether they are 
resolved to assume the same. 

Then ahatt the minister address the eandidatee, ttsfol' 

Unoe: 

Dearly beloved, you profess to have 
a desire to flee firom the wrath to 
come and to be saved from your sins ; 
you seek the fellowship of the people 
of God, to assist you in working out 
your salvation ; I therefore demand of 
you: 

Do you solemnly, in the presence of 
God and this congregation, ratify and 
confirm the promise and vow of re- 
pentance, faith, and obedience, con- 
tained in the baptismal covenant ? 

Am. I do, (rod being my helper. 

"Will you be subject to the discipline 
of the Church, attend upon its ordi- 
nances, and support ita iivatlt\itloiia2 1 



., ^> xcjoiceto recognize yo 
bers of the Church of Christ, 
you welcome to all its privik 
in token of our brotherly lovt 
you the right-hand of fellows 
pray that you may be both n 
with his people here, and with 1 
in glory everlasting. 

The minister shall then say to the cong 

Brethren, I commend to yo 
aad care these persons whom 
day recognize as members 
Church of Christ, "n^ - 



M 
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founding thy Church, and promising 
that the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it We bless thee for calling 
us to the fellowship of thy people, and 
for numbering us with the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty. We 
especially praise thy name for enabling 
these thy servants to avouch the Lord 
to be their God. Help them to per- 
form the promise and vow which they 
have made, to renounce the devil, the 
world, and the flesh; to believe the 
record which thou hast given of thy 
Son ; and to walk in all thy command- 
ments and ordinances blameless, to the 
end of their lives. May their com- 
munion with thy people be sanctified to 
their growth in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, being nourished and knit 
together, increasing with the increase 
of God. May thy peo^la do theim 



^^xxxvaiii vJAurch, throu^ 
the merit of thy Son, an 
thy Spirit, may finally b 
bers of thy triumphan 
heaven. Amen. 

Almighty and everl 
Heavenly Father, we give 
thanks, for that thou hast ^ 
call us to the knowledge ( 
and faith in thee: increas( 
edge and confirm this fait 
more. Give thy Holy Sp 
persons, that they, beino" 
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lowed be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil. Amen, 



SECTION V. 

THE FORM OP SOLEMNIZATION OF 
MATRIMONY. 

At the day and Ume appointed for the soUmnizO' 
tbm of matrimony, the persona to be married (hav- 
ing been qualified according to law) standing to- 
gether, the man on the right hard and the woman 
an the left, the minister sftaU say: 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered to- 
gether here in the sight of God, and in 
the presence of these witnesses, to join 
together this man and this woman in 
holy matrimony ; wVi.ic\i\a «tYL\iJOTLQrt'&^^ 

i 
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estate, instituted of God in the time of 
man's innocency, signifying unto ue the 
mystical union that is between Christ 
and his Church ; which holy estate 
Christ adorned and beautified mth his 
presence, and first miracle that he 
wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is com- 
mended of St Paul to be honorable 
among all men; and therefore is not by 
any to be enterprised, or taken in hand 
unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, 
advisedly, and in the fear of God. 
Into which holy estate these two 
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judgment, when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be disclosed,) that if either of you 
know any impediment why ye may not 
be lawfully joined together in matri- 
mony, ye do now confess it; for be ye 
well assured, that so many as are 
coupled together otherwise than God's 
word doth allow, are not joined to- 
gether by God, neither is their matri- 
mony lawful. 

IS no impediment be alleged, then ahall the minister 
say unto the manf 

M., "Wilt thou have this woman to 
thy wedded wife, to live together after 
Grod's ordinance, in the holy estate of 
matrimony ? Wilt thou love her, com- 
fort her, honor, and keep her, in sick- 
ness and in health ; and, forsaking all 
other, keep thee only unto her, so long 
as ye both shall live? 

The man shall answer^ 




w* xx^Aouoxiu, to live w 

God's ordinance, in the ho 
matrimony ? Wilt thou 
serve him, love, honor, an( 
in sickness and in healtl 
Baking all other, keep the 
him, so long as ye both shal 

The woman shall answe 

IwiU. 

When the parHee to deaire, the man i 
the VH>man a ring; and the minw 
ring ehall ddiver it unto the many i 
the fowth finger of the woman's It 
the many holding the rinr, **■ — 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; 
thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil; for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

O eternal God, Creator and Pre- 
server of all mankind. Giver of all 
spiritual grace, the Author of everlast- 
ing life, send thy blessing upon these 
thy servants, this man and this woman, 
whom we bless in thy name ; that as 
Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully to- 
gether, so these persons may surely 
perform and keep the vow and cove- 
nant between them made, and may 
ever remain in perfect love and peace 
together, and live accoTim^ \i^ \^ 



... ^.%, ii*tnviier join their 
getheTf and say. 

Those whom God hat 
gether, let no man put asu 

Forasmuch as M. and 1 
sented together in holy "w 
have witnessed the same 
and this company, and tl 
pledged their faith either t 
have declared the same 
hands, I pronounce that th 
and wife together, in the n 
Father, and of the Son, 
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grace, that ye may so live together in 
this life, that in the world to come ye 
may have life everlasting. Amen, ■ 



SECTION VI. 

THE ORDER OP THE BURIAL OP THE 

DEAD. 

The minister, tneeUng the corpse, and going before it, 

shall ea^, 

I am the resurrection and the life : 
he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live ; and who- 
soever liveth, and believeth in me, 
ahall never die. John xi. 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth ; and though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
in my flesh shall I see God : whom I 
shall see for myself and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another. Job 
23-27. 



hath taken away : blessea 
of the Lord. 1 Tim. vi. 7 

After they are come into the church 

read Psalm xc 

Lord, thou hast been o 
j place in all generations. 

) ^ Before the mountains a 
forth, or ever thou hadst 
earth and the world, eve 
lasting to everlasting, tho 
Thou turnest man to 
and sayest, Beturn, ye chi 
^-liAnsnnd vears 
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In the morning it flourishetb^ and 
px>weth up; in the evening it is cut 
io?m, and withereth. 

For we are consumed by thine anger, 
ind by thy wrath are we troubled. 

Thou hast set our iniquities before 
hee, our secret sins in the light of thy 
K)untenance. 

For all our days are passed away in 
hy wrath : we spend our years as a 
ale that is told. 

The days of our years are three- 
icore years and ten ; and if by reason 
rf strength they be fourscore years, 
ret is their strength- labor and sorrow ; 
or it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

Who knoweth the power of thine 
inger? even according to thy fear, so 
9 thy wrath. 

So teach us to number our days, 
hat we may apply our hearts unto i 

Tjsdom, 




»,7bWUAUJk f »~~ — - 



1. 



that we may rejoice and 1 
our days. 

Make us glad according 
wherein thou hast afflicted 
years wherein we have seer 

Let thy work appear un 
auts, and thy glory unto th 

And let the beauty of tl 
God be upon us; and est 
the work of our hands up 
the work of our hands estal 

Then shall foUow the Lesson, 1 Cor. i 
following abridgment. 

Now is Christ risen froi 
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alive. But every man in his own order : 
Christ the first-fruits ; afterward they 
that are Christ's at his coming. Then 
Cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father; when he shall have put 
down all rule, and all authority, and 
power. For he must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death. For he hath put all things under 
his feet. — ^But some man will say. 
How are the dead raised up? and 
with what body do they come ? Thou 
fool, that which thou sowest is not 
quickened except it die : and that which 
thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall be, but bare grain ; it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other grain : 
but Grod giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased him, and to e^erj ^fiftd hl^ 
own body. All flesh. \a tiq^. ^'^ ^"^xs:^^ 




— -^> <"iu anotbe. 

are also celestial b 

terrestrial: but the 

tial is one, and the g 

tnal is another. Th( 

/ the sun, and anoth 

; moon, and another gl 

for one star differeth f 

'^ glory. 80 also is 

of the dead. It is so, 

»t w raised in incorrut 

m dishonor, it is laisec 

sown in weakness, it is J 
« IS sown a natural bo 

a spiritual body.-Beho] 
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ible, and we shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality. So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is 
sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not in vain in the Lord. 

Here may follow a suitable hr/mn, a sermon, or ex- 
hortation, and an extemporary prayer. 

At the grave, when the corpse is laid in tlic earlU^^Ax* 
minister shall say, 
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Man that is bom of a Troman ia of 
few dayB, and full of trouble. Ht 
cometb fortb like a flower, and is cut 
down : he fieetb also as a shadow, and 
continueth not. 

In th e midst of life we are in death ; 
of whom may we seek for succor, buf 
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Forasmuch as it hath pleased Al- 
mighty God, in his wise providence, to 
take out of this world the soul of our 
deceased broihevy we therefore commit 
Ms body to the ground, earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust; looking 
for the general resurrection in the last 
day, and the life of the world to come, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ; at 
whose second coming in glorious ma- 
jesty to judge the world, the earth 
and the sea shall give up their dead ; 
and the corruptible bodies of those 
who sleep in him shall be changed, 
and made like unto his own glorious 
body, according to the mighty work- 
ing whereby he is able to subdue all 
things unto himself. 

Then 8haU be said, 

I heard a voice from heaven, say- 
ing unto me, Write, B\ess>^^ ^x^ Xkss^ 
dead which die intheliOTdLixwsiV^??^^^ 



A tuUable hymn may here be sung 

minister say, 

Our Father who art ii 
lowed be thy name; 
come ; thy will be done 
is in heaven ; give us 
daily bread ; and forgive 
J passes, as we forgive thos( 

against us ; and lead us e 
tation, l)ut deliver us from 

The Collect, 

O merciful Grod, the F 
Lord Jesus Christ, whn ^a 



! 
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depart this life we may i*est in him ; 
and at the general resurrection on the 
last day may be found acceptable in 
thy sight, and receive that blessing 
which thy well-beloved Son shall then 
pronounce to all that love and fear 
thee, saying, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
world. Grant this, we beseech thee, 
merciful Father, through Jesus Christ 
our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen, 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all. Arisen, 



OF A CHUBCH. 

M the timeandpUice of laying the corn, 
minist^ cause a mUahle hymn to be i 
781, or 782.) Then shall the minister 
Let us pray. 

Almiglity and everlasting 

\ art infinite in all thy perfe 

I marvelous in all thy wo 

■' bast made the world and 

therein ; and seeing that th 

of heaven and earth, thou 

in temples made with ham 

a Spirit, and art worship 
* _ . Ill — *% 
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place, for thy worship. We beseech 
thee to inspire us with zeal, that we may 
both have a mind to the work, and may 
successfully accomplish the same. May 
neither adversary nor evil occurrent 
hinder this work ; but may the good 
hand of our God be upon us, that 
in due time we may bring forth the 
head-stone with joy and praise. May 
this sanctuary, when completed, long 
remain a house of prayer for all peo- 
ple, where incense shall be offered unto 
thy name, and a pure offering, and thy 
word and ordinances shall be duly ad- 
ministered, accompanied by the influ- 
imces of the Holy Ghost Here may 
multitudes be born again, and be nur- 
tured in knowledge and piety; so that 
they may be prepared, in the kingdom 
of thy grace, for nobler worship in the 
kingdom of thy glory. We are uu- 
ytorthy, O Lord, throu^ ovxx tmsck&^ 
8 
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BJna, to ofier unto thee aay Bacrifici 
we beseeoh thee to accept thi 
bounden duty and service, not ^ 
ing our merits, but pardoning 
offense3,throughJesu8 Christ our 
by whom and with whom, in the 
of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
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as we forgive those who trespass against 
us ; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Then shall the minister read, or cause to he ready the 
foUounng sentences: 

Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel 
our Father, forever and ever. 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majesty ; for all that is 
in the heaven and in the earth is thine ; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head above all. 

Both riches and honor come of thee, 
and thou reignest over all ; and in thine 
hand is power and might ; and in thine 
hand it is to make great, and to give 
strength unto all. 

Now, therefore, our God, we thank 
thee, and praise thy glorious name. 

But who am I, and \q\i"a.\.\^ tss^ ^^^ 
pie, that we should \ie iXAfc\Si ^'Sst^ 



( 
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■willingly after this sort? for all thinga 
come of thee, and of thine own have 
we given thee. 

For we are etrangera before thee, and 
sojourners, aa were all our fathera : ou: 
daya on the earth are as a shadow, and 
there is none abiding. 

Lord our God, all this store thai 
we have prepaj^d to build thee a hoiist 
for thine holy name cometh of thint 
hand, and is al! tliine own. 

1 know also, my God, that thou triesl 
the heart, and hast pleasure in upright 
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Let thy work appear unto thy ser- 
vants, and thy glory unto their chil- 
dren. 

And let the beauty of the liord our 
God be upon us ; and establish thou 
the work of our hands upon us ; yea, 
the work of our hands establish thou it. 

His foundation is in the holy mount- 
ains. 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion ; he 
hath desired it for his habitation. 

This is my rest forever : here will I 
dwell : for I have desired it. 

I will abundantly bless her provis- 
ion : I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

I will also clothe her priests with 
salvation, and her saints shall shout 
aloud for joy. 

The stone which l\ie\i\iW^"^x^x<^^^^'^^ 
is become the head-stone oi >(kv^ ^^xv^^^ 



\ 
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This is the Lord's doing; it is nmr- 
veloua in our eyea. 

For other foundation can no man 
lay than that ia laid, which is Jesus 
Christ 

miniiler, atanding bjf tAe fffrme, ar^ 
pmitid thtrd 
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SECTION VIII. 

FORM OP THE DEDICATION OP A 

CHURCH. 

JJet the service be conducted as on other occatione of 
public worship — only the hymnSj (e. g. 783-790,) 
praters, leeeonSy and sermonSy should be adapted to 
the occasion. The lessons may be Qen, xxvUi. 10-22, 
and Heb. x. 19-25, or any other, at the discretion of 
the minister. 

First Lesson. Gen. xxviii. 10-22. 

And Jacob went out from Beer- 
sKoba, and went toward Haran. And 
he lighted upon a certain place, and tar- 
ried there all night, because the sun was 
Bet ; and he took of the stones of that 
place, and put them for his pillows, and 
lay down in that place to sleep. And 
he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set 
up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven ; and behold, the 
angels of God ascending and descend- 
ing on it. And behold, the Lord stood 
above it, and said, I am. Xlti^li^x^^^^ 



ol AbrAlmm thj father ami the Go 
of I ic the land vhereon thou lies 
to il e w 11 I g \e It and to thy seec 
And thy i-esd shall be aa the dust of ih 
eai'th ; and thou shalt spread abroai 
tsi the ive.'^t, and to the east, and to th 
north, and to the south ; and in ths 
and in thy seed shall all the families o. 
the earth be blessed. And behold, 
am with thee, and will teep thee in a] 
places whither tliou goest, and wil 
bring thee again into this land; for 
ive thee, uoti! I have don 
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lie had put for his pillows, and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon 
the top of it. And he called the name 
of that place Bethel ; but the name of 
that city was called Luz at the first. 
And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If 
God will be with me, and will keep me 
in this way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
so that I come again to my father's 
house in peace ; then shall the Lord be 
my God : and this stone, which I have 
set for a pillar, shall be God*s house : 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
"will surely give the tenth unto thee. 
Second Lesson. Heb. x. 19-25. 
Having therefore, brethren, boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way, which 
he hath consecrated for us, throui;'Ii 
the vail, that is to say, his flesh ; and 
having an high-piiest o\^x \Jcv^ \\vikNisfi 
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of God ; let na draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science, and our . bodies washed with 
pure water. Let ua hold fast the pro- 
fession of our fkith without wavering ; 
for he is faithful that promised ; and 
iider one another, to provoke 
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Sentence of Dedication. 

Forasmuch as God has put it into 
the hearts of his people to build this 
house for his worship, and has blessed 
them in their undertaking, we solemnly 
dedicate it to his service, for the reading 
and expounding of his holy word, the 
administration of his ordinances, and 
for all other acts of religious worship. 
That he may graciously accept this 
labor of our hands, let us devoutly pray. 

77ten shall be aavd, all hneding : 

Almighty and everlasting Grod, the 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens, 
cannot contain thee, much less this 
house which we have built ; yet thou 
dost humble thyself to behold the in- 
habitants of the earth, and dost prom- 
ise that in all places where thou dost 
record thy name thou wilt meet with 
thy people, and bless them. Let thy j 
name be recorded m ^^ ■'^^swift.^^sAkl 
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liere Jet tUne honor dwell, Prcse 
this house, which we set apart to thy i 
vice, from injury and desecration. . 
cept the worship which shall he h 
offered to thy name. Let thy H 
Spirit accompany thy word and oi 
nances, which shall he here admu 
toi'ed, ao that they may prove me; 
of grace to all who shall receive 
Parac. Maymanysonsand daughfen 
here horn to the Lord Almighty. ] 
thy people he abundantly satisfied w 
the fatness of thy house, and make th 
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the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us ; and establish thou the work 
of our hands upon us, yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it. Now, 
therefore, arise, O Lord God, into thy 
resting-place, thou and the ark of thy 
strength ; let thy ministers be clothed 
with salvation, and let thy saints re- 
joice in goodness. We beseech thee, 
O Lord, to overlook our unworthiness, 
forgive our sins, and make us a habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit. We 
offer all our offerings through the ever- 
blessed name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to whom, with thee, and 
the Holy Spirit, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 

The service may then be concluded with the Doxology 
and Benediction. 



THE FORM AND MANNER OP ORDA 
ING DEACONS. 

When the day appointed by the Bishop is come, af\ 
suitable sermon or exhortation^ one of the ei 
shall present unto the Bishop aU them that a» 
be ordainedf and say. 

I present unto you these persi 
present, to be ordained deacons. 

Then their names being read dUmd, the Bishop i 
say unto the people: 

Brethren, if there be any of you 'v 
knoweth any impediment or cr 
in any of these persons presented U 
ordained deacons, for the whicti 
ou&:ht not to be admitted to that oi 



— -i-K^^ -n 
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7%en Shan be read the foUowing CoUeeL 

The Collect, 

Almighty God, who by thy divine 
providence hast appointed divers or- 
ders of ministers in thy Church, and 
didst inspire thy apostles to choose 
into the order of deacons thy first mar- 
tyr, St. Stephen, with others : merci- 
fully behold these thy servants, now 
called to the like office and administra- 
tion : replenish them so with the truth 
of thy doctrine, and adorn them with 
innocency of life, that both by word 
and good example they may faithfully 
serve thee in this office, to the glory of 
thy name, and the edification of thy 
Church, through the merits of our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reign- 
eth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now 
and forever. Amen, 

Then the Bishop, or oi\a of th.e ciders a-p^owvX^A ^ 
him, shall read the Epi^Ue. 



M 
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The EpialU. i Tim. iii. S-13. 

Likewise must the deacons be grs 
nt>t double-tongued, not given to mi 
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre : he 
ing the mystery of the faith in a pi 
conscience. And let these also first 
proved ; then let them use the office 
a deacon, being found blamdess. E^ 
BO must their wives be grave, uot alj 
ilerera, sober, faithful in all thin 
Let tlie deacons be the husbands of c 
wife, ruling their children and th 

II houses well. For they that he 
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ou the office of the ministry in the 
jhurch of Christ, to serve God for the 
promoting of his glory and the edifying 
of his people? 

Ans. I trust so. 

•^he Bishop, Do you unfeignedly be- 
lieve all the canonical Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament? 

Ans. I do believe them. 

The Bishop. Will you diligently read 
or expound the same unto the people 
whom you shall be appointed to serve ? 

Ans. I will. 

The BisJwp. It appertaineth to the 
office of a deacon to assist the elder in 
Divine service, and especially when he 
ministereth the holy communion, to 
help him in the distribution thereof, 
and to read and expound the Holy 
Scriptures ; to instruct the youth ; and 
in the absence of the elder to baptize. 

And, furthermore, \\. \^\\\^ <^^^^ V 
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search for the aick, poor, and impotent, 

that they may be visited and relieved. 

Will you do this gladly and nil- 

lingly? 
Ans. I will do so, by the help of Giod. 

The Binhop. "Will you apply all your 
diligence to frame and fashion your 
own lives (and the lives of your fami- 
lies) according to the doctrine of Chriet ; 
and to make (both) yourselves, (and 
them,) BS much as in you lieth, whole- 
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Take thou authority to execute the 
office of a deacon in the Church of 
Grod ; in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then thaU the Bishop deliver to every one of them the 
Holy BibUf saying, 

Take thou authority to read the 
Holy Scriptures in the Church of God, 
and to preach the same. 

77un one of them appointed by the Bishop shall read 

the Oo^el. 

The Oospel, Luke xii. 35-38. 

Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning, and ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait for their lord, 
"when he will return from the wedding, 
that when he cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him immediately. 
Blessed are those servants whom the 
lord when he cometh shall find watch- 
ing. Verily I say unto you, that he 
BhaU gird himself and "ctiakA thera. to 
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Bit down to nkeat, and will come forti 
and serve them. And if he shall comi 
in the second watch, or come in thi 
third wat«h, aod find them ho, blesser 
are those scrvanta. 



Almighty God, giver of all goot 
tliiuga, who of thy great goodness hasi 
vouchsafed to accept and take theat 
thy servants into the office of dcacom 
in thy Church : make them, we beseecl 
tliGC, O Lord, to be modest, humble 
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thy Church, through the same thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ ; to whom be 
glory and honor, world without end. 
Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy most gracious favor, and fur- 
ther us with thy continual help ; that 
in all our works, begun, continued, and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy 
name, and finally, by thy mercy, ob- 
tain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

The Benediction. 
The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord ; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and re- 
main with you always. Amen, 
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SECTION X. ' 

HE FORM AND 

ruG 

■Then tlie day appoinied by Oie Bisluip it conH, tlieri 
ihali he a lennon or ahoTtatiim. datariag iht du^ 
and office ofpich na f&ma to hi adnMttd ddert ; haw 
neifstaty that order ia in ^s i^urch of Chrietj and ' 
also how (le people ought la etiean then in Uitr 
\irh ow of tl.t ddsri shall presci.1 
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or crime in any of them, for the which 
he ought not to be received into this 
holy ministry, let him come forth in 
the name of God, and show what the 
crime or impediment is. 

^ any erims or impediment he objected^ the Bishop 
8haU aurceMe from ordaining that peraony until such 
time as the party accused shall be found clear of iliat 
crime* 

Then shall be said the Collect, EpisUCj and Oospel, as 

foUoweth: 

The Collect. 

Almighty God, giver of all good 
things, who by thy Holy Spirit hast 
appointed divers orders of ministers in 
thy Church, mercifully behold these 
thy servants, now called to the office of 
elder, and replenish them so with the 
truth of thy doctrine, and adorn them 
with innocency of life, that, both by 
word and good example, they may 
faithfully serve thee in this office, to 
the glory of thy name, an^ \)^fc ^<^^^'^.* 



S3. [Ch. 13 

tion of thy Church, through the merit 
of our Saviour Jesua Christ, who livetl 
aiid reigneth with the« and the Hob 
Giiost, world without end. Amen. 
The £^Uik. Epb. iv. 7-13. 
TJnto every one of us is given graci 
at:cDrding to the measure of the gift ol 
Christ. Wherefore he saith.When hi 
ascended up on high, he led captivit; 
captive, and gave gifts unto men 
(Now that he ascended, what ia it bu 
tliat he also descended first int* thi 
r parts of the earth ? He that tie 
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I of the knowledge of the Son of 
dy unto a perfect man, unto the 
Eisure of the stature of the f ulhieas of 

rist. 

The Gospel. St John z. 1-16. 

Eerily, verily, I say unto you, He 
t entereth not by the door into the 
epfold, but climbeth up some other 
Y, the same is a thief and a robber, 
t he that entereth in by the door, is 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
ter openeth ; and the sheep hear his 
ee : and he calleth his own sheep by 
ne, and leadeth them out. And 
2n he putteth forth his own sheep, 
goeth before them, and the sheep 
ow him : for they know his voice, 
d a stranger will they not follow, 
. will flee from him : for they know 
the voice of strangers. This para- 
spake Jesus unto them : but they 
^erstood not what l\im^ ^'e^ ^'st^ 



1 
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which he spake unto them. Then ssa 
Jcsua unto them again, Verily, verii 
I say unto you, I am the door of t 
iiheep. All that ever caroe before r 
are thieves and robbers ; but the shei 
(lid not hear them. I am the door : 1 
me if any man enter in, he shall 
saved, and shall go in and out, and fii 
pasture. The thief comethnot,but f 
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: 
am come that they might have life, ai 
that they might have it more abu 
dautly. I am the good shepherd : tl 
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sbeep, and am known of mine. As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I 
the Father: and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. And other sheep I have, 
which are not of this fold : them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd. 

And that done, the BisTiop 8?iaU say unto them as here- 
after foUoioeth : 

You have heard, brethren, as well in 
your private examination, (as in the ex- 
hortation which was now made to you,) 
and in the holy lessons taken out of 
the Gospel, and the writings of the 
apostles, of what dignity, and of how 
great importance, this office is, where- 
unto ye are called. And now again 
we exhort you, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you have in 
remembrance into how high a dignity, 
and to how weighty au oSv^^ ^'^ 'i^'^ 



provide for the Lord's family ; to i 

for Christ's sheep that are dispe 

abroad, and for his children who a: 

the midst of this evil world, that 

. may be saved through Christ fore\ 

I \ We have good hope that you 1 

) I all weighed and pondered these th 

with yourselves long before this ti 

and that you have clearly determi 

by God's grace, to give yourse 

wholly to this office, whereunto it 1 

pleased God to call you: so tha 
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liat by daily reading and weighing of 
lie Scriptures, ye may wax riper and 
fcronger in your ministry ; and that ye 
lay so endeavor yourselves from time 
3 time to sanctify the lives of you and 
ours, and to fashion them after the 
ule and doctrine of Christ, that ye 
lay be wholesome and godly examples 
nd patterns for the people to follow. 

And now that this present congrega- 
ion of Christ, here assembled, may 
Iso understand your minds and wills in 
bese things, and that this your prom- 
ae may the more move you to do your 
duties, ye shall answer plainly to these 
hings, which we, in the name of God 
.nd of his Church, shall demand of 
ou touching the same. 

Do you think in your heart that you 
.re truly called, according to the will 
f our Lord Jesus Christ, to the order 
f elders? 



4 



^w*j K^^xipLures contain 

all doctrine required of n« 
eternal salvation through fa 
Christ ? And are you deter 
of the said Scriptures, to ii 
people committed to your c 
to teach nothing, as require 
sity to eternal salvation, but i 
you shall be persuaded ma 
eluded and proved by the Sc 

Ans. I am so persuaded, 
80 determined, by God's grac 

The Bishop. Will you then 



_^_ • , 1 /» 
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all faithful diligence to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange 
doctrines contrary to Grod's word ; and 
to use both public and private moni- 
tions and exhortations, as well to the 
sick as to the whole within your charge, 
as need shall require, and occasion shall 
be given ? 

Arts. I will, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The Bishop, Will you be diligent in 
prayers, and in reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in such studies as help 
to the knowledge of the same, laying 
aside the study of the world and the 
flesh? 

Arts. I will endeavor so to do, the 
Lord being my helper. 

The Bishop. Will you be diligent to 
frame and fashion yourselves, and your 
^milies, according to the doctrine of 
Christ; and to make \io\Jn. ^ovv^^^i^s^ 



Aula. I shall apply myself the 
the Lord being my helper. 

T^ Bishop. Will you maintain 
set forward, as much as lieth in 
quietness, peace, and love, among 
Christian people, and especially an 
, them that are or shall be committc 

J I your charge ? 

I I Alls, I will so do, the Lord being 

helper. 

The Bishop. Will you revere 
J obey your chief ministers, unto w] 
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Then 8hcUl the Bishop, standing up, say, 

Almighty God, who hath given you 
this will to do all these things, grant 
also unto you strength and power to per- 
form the same ; that he may accomplish 
his work which he hath begun in you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Anien, 

After this tJie congregation shall be desired secretly 
in their prayers to make their humble supplications 
to Oodfor aU these things : for which prayers there 
shaU be silence kept for a space, 

After which s?mU be said by the Bishop, (the persons 
to be ordained elders aU kneeling,) Veni, Creator, 
Spiritus ; the Bishop beginning, and the elders and 
otfiers that are present answering by verses, as folr 
loweth: 

G)me, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten vrith celestial fire. 
Thou the anointing Spirit art. 
Who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart. 
Thy blessM unction firom above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
TAe dullness of our blmAed. «i^\vX.. 
9 



TT^e <^(m art guide no ill can a 
Teach us tx) know the Father, Sc 
i . And thee of both, to be but one. 

That through the ages all along, 

JTAw may 5e our endless song : 
I t Praise to thy eternal merit, 

I J Father, Son, and Hobi Spirit, 

* \ 

-; (. That doneitheBufwpsluiU fray in thiawiaei ant 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Heavenly Fat! 
■ who, of thine infinite love and g( 

ness toward us, hast given to us 
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tors and pastors ; by whose labor and 
ministry be gathered together a great 
flock in all parts of the world, to set 
forth the eternal praise of thy holy 
name: for these so great benefits of thy 
eternal goodness, and for that thou hast 
vouchsafed to call these thy servants 
here present to the same office and min- 
istry appointed for the salvation of 
mankind, we render unto thee most 
hearty thanks : we praise and worship 
thee ; and we humbly beseech thee, by 
the same thy blessed Son, to grant unto 
all who eiliher here or elsewhere call upon 
thy holy name, that we may continue 
to show ourselves thankful unto thee 
for these, and all other, thy benefits; 
and that we may daily increase and go 
forward in the knowledge and faith of 
thee and thy Son, by the Holy Spirit : 
so that as well by these thy ministers, 
aa by them ovex vfkoiCL ^^^ ^^^^J*^ 
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appointed thy minisfera, thy holy nnms 
may be forever glorified, and thy 
blessed kingdom enlarged, through the 
same thy Son Jeaua Christ our Lord ; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 
the unity of the Bame Holy Spirit, 
jrld without end. 
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Take thou authority to preach the 
word of God, and to administer the 
holy sacraments in the congregation. 

Then 8haU the Bishop 8ay, 

Most merciful Father, we beseech 
thee to send upon these thy servants 
thy heavenly blessing ; that they may 
be clothed with righteousness, and that 
thy word spoken by their mouths may 
have such success, that it may never 
be spoken in vain. Grant also, that 
we may have grace to hear and receive 
what they shall deliver out of thy most 
holy word, or agreeable to the same, 
as the means of our salvation ; that 
in all our words and deeds we may 
seek thy glory, and the increase of 
thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy most gracio\xs>^aNQ^,^\A^vsi::t- 
tber us with tby coiitrnxx-aX-V^^N ^^^'^ 



name, and finally, by thy mercy, c 
tain everlasting life, through Jes 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The Benediction. 
The peace of Grod, which passeth i 
9 , understanding, keep your hearts ai 

minds in the knowledge and love < 
Grod, and of his Son Jesus Christ o 
Lord; and the blessing of God I 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and t 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and rema 
with you always. Amen. 

If on the same day the order of deacons be given 
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SECTION XI. 

THE FORM OP CONSECRATING ▲ 

BISHOP. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, who by thy Son Jesus 
Christ didst give to thy holy apostles 
many excellent gifts, and didst charge 
them to feed thy flock ; give grace, we 
beseech thee, to all the ministers and 
pastors of thy Church, that they may 
diligently preach thy word, and duly 
administer the godly discipline thereof; 
and grant to the people, that they may 
obediently follow the same; that all 
may receive the crown of everlasting 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Then ihaU he read by one of the ddere 
The EpMt, A.c\a xx Al-^^. 
Fn m Miletus Pav\\ «.e^\. Vo^^^^^a^ 



264 COSSECRiTIOJT OF [Ch. IS. 

and called the elders of the church. 
And when they were come tci him, he 
Baid uDto them, Ye know from the first 
day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all 
seaFons, serving the Lord with all hu- 
mility of mind, and with many tears 
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I 



neither count I my life dear unto my- 
self, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God. 
And now, behold, I know that ye all, 
among whom I have gone preaching 
the kingdom of God, shall see my face 
no more. Wherefore I take you to 
record this day, that I am pure from 
the blood of all men. For I. have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God. Take heed, therefore, 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock 
over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the Church 
of God, which he hath purchased with i*^ 
his own blood. For I know this, that 
after my departing shall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock. Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speakii\^ ^e,xN«t^^ ^\a?^ 



:■!,■• 




warn every one night and day wii 
tears. And now, brethren, I commer 
you to Grod, and to the word of h 
grace, which is able to build you u 
and to give you an inheritance amoi 
] : all them which are sanctified. I ha^ 
coveted no man's silver, or gold, < 
apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, th 
these hands have ministered unto n 
necessities, and to them that were wii 
me. I have showed you all thin§ 
how that so laboring ye ought to su 
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son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than 
these ? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord : 
thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He 
saith to him again the second time, 
Simon son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? 
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord : thou 
Imowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him. Feed my sheep. He saith 
unto him the third time, Simon son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me ? Peter was 
grieved because he said unto him the 
third time, Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all 
things : thou knowest that I love thee. 
Jesus saith unto him. Feed my sheep. 

Or this. St. Matt xxviil 18-20. 

Jesus came an4 spake unto them, 
saying. All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Gro ye therefo: 
And teach aU nado'(i&)\^^^'*&:ca!L%'^ 




[Ch. 13. 

in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching 
them to obaerre all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you ; and lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. 
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forth. Let us, therefore, following the 
example of our Saviour Christ, and 
his apostles, first fall to prayer, before 
we admit and send forth this person 
presented unto us, to the work where- 
unto we trust the Holy Ghost hath 
called him. 

Then shaU be said this prayer following : 

Almighty God, giver of all good 
things, who by thy Holy Spirit hast 
appointed divers orders of ministers in 
thy Church : mercifully behold this thy 
servant, now called to the work and 
ministry of a Bishop ; and replenish him 
so with the truth of thy doctrine, and 
.adorn him with innocency of life, that, 
both by word and deed, he may faith- 
fully serve thee in this office, to the 
glory of thy name, and the edifying 
and well-governing of thy Church, 
through the merits of our Saviour^ 
Jesus CJiriat, who \\\^\k ^\A ^^vg^s^ 



\ 



. ..v» uw oisnop ghaU say to him that is to I 

Brother, forasmuch as th 
Scripture commands that we 
not be hasty in laying on hai 
admitting any person to gove 
in the Church of Christ, which j 
purchased with no less price tl 
effusion of his own blood: b 
admit you to this administra 
will examine you on certain a 
to the end that the congregatioi 
ent may have a trial, and bear \ 
how you are minded to behflva 
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the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently 
all doctrine required of necessity for 
eternal salvation, through faith in 
Jesus Christ? And are you deter- 
mined^ out of the same Holy Scrip- 
tures, to instruct the people committed 
to your 'sharge ; and to teach or main- 
lain nothiJi/? as required of necessity to 
eternal salvation, but that which you 
ihall be persuaded may be concluded 
jtnd proved by the same? 

Ans. I am j?o persuaded, and deter- 
mined, by GodV prace. 

The Bishop. Will you then faith- 
folly exercise yourself in the same 
Jloly Scriptures, and call upon God by 
prayer for the true understanding of 
the same, so as you may be able by 
them to teach and exhort with whoJ^ 
some doctrine, and to withstand an4 
convince the gainsayers ? 

Ans. I will so do,\)y \3afe\iA^^l Q#A-'' 




The Bhhrrp. Are you readi 
aithful diligence to banish and 
way all erroneous and Strang 
iiie^ contrary to God's word 
toth privately and openly to cal. 
Ind encourage others to the si 

, I am ready, the Lord 
liy helper. 

The, Bishop. Will you deny a 
3 and worldly lusts, ani 
-, righteously, and godly, i 
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disobedient, and criminal, within your 
district, correct and punish according 
to such authority as you have by God's 
word, and as shall be committed unto 
you? 

Ana, I will so do, by the help of 
God. 

The Bishop, Will you be faithful in 
ordaining, sending, or laying hands 
upon others? 

A718, I will so be, by the help of 
God? 

The Bishop, Will you show yourself 
gentle, and be merciful, for Christ's 
sake, to poor and needy people, and to 
all strangers destitute of help ? 

Ans. I will so show myself, by God's 
help. 

TJien the Bishop 8haU sayf 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, who hath given you a good will 
to do all these things, gtsmX. aXssi \3»X» 



I 



jj^^vi ttv^ijhl wnicn 

yqu may be found per. 
hensible at the last da} 
Christ our Lord. Anu 

ThenahaU Vent, Orecetor, t 

CJome, Holy Ghost, our 
. ^ And lighten with celestia 

Thou the anointing Spii 
Who dost ihy seven-fold (, 
Thy blessed unction froi 
Is comfort, life, and fire c 
Enable with perpetual 1: 
The dullness of our hlim 
Anoint and cheer our so 
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That through the ages all along, 
Tim may he our endless song : 
Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, San, and Holy Spirit 

That ended, the Bishop ehaU say. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Ana, And let our cry come unto thee. 

Bishop. Let us pray. 

Almighty God and most merciful 
Father, who of thine infinite goodness 
hast given thine only and dearly be- 
loved Son Jesus Christ to be our Re- 
deemer, and the author of everlasting 
life ; who, after that he had made per- 
fect our redemption by his death, and 
was ascended into heaven, poured down 
his gifts abundantly upon men, making 
some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and doctors, 
to the edifying and making perfect 
his Church: grant, we beseech thee^ 
to thia thy servant, awcii ^wucfe '^•'a^ 



/ 



authority given him, not to desi 
but to salvation; not to hurt 
help; so that as a wise and 
servant, giving to thy family tl 
tion in due season, he may a 
received into everlasting joy, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who, v 
and the Holy Ghost, liveth aj 
eth, one God, world without enc 

Then Ihe BisJiop and elders present 8h< 
hands upon the head of the elected pet 
h^ore them upon his kneeSj ihe Bishop 

' "^ ^ ~ «.■••» 11-nnn thee 
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that thou stir up the grace of God 
which is given thee ; for God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear, but of 
power, and love, and soberness. 

7%en the Bistmp shall deliver him the Bfbley sayingy 

Give heed unto reading, exhortation, 
and doctrine. Think upon the things 
contained in this book. Be diligent in 
them, that the increase coming thereby 
may be manifest unto all men. Take 
heed unto thyself, and to thy doctrine; 
for by so doing thou shalt both save 
thyself and them that hear thee. Be 
to the flock of Christ a shepherd, not 
a wolf; feed them, devour them not. 
Hold up the weak, heal the sick, bind 
up the broken, bring again the out- 
casts, seek the lost. Be so mercifiil, 
that you may not be too remiss ; so 
minister discipline, that you forget not 
mercy ; that when the chief Shepherd 
ahall appear, you may TeiC^^N^ *^^ 
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i Immediately before the benediction a) 

I . following prayers : 

■f 

\ Most merciful Father, 

■ thee to send down upon th 

ant thy heavenly blessing ; a 
him with thy Holy Spiri 
preaching thy word, may i 
earnest to reprove, beseech, 
with all patience and doctri: 
also be to such as believe a 
example, in word, in conv 
love, in faith, in chastity, an 
that, faithfully fulfilling hi 
the latter day he may i 
crown of righteousness laic 
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with thy most gracious favor, and fur- 
ther us with thy continual help; that 
in all our works, begun, continued, 
and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, 
obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

The Benediction. 

The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and re- 
main with you always. Amen. 
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Abstinence, 31, 77. 

Admission of ministers, 74, 79; of members, 109^ 
104. 

Agents, Book, 62. 

Agents for Bible Society, Sunday-schools, literary 
institutions, 62, 63. 

Almsgiving enjoined, 25, 29. 

Annual Conferences— who attend, 38-40; who ap- 
point the number, boundaries, place, and time, 
40, 41; who preside in, 41, 61; method of busi- 
ness, 41, 47 ; appeals of, 64. 

Apparel, rule on, 28. 

Appeals, right of, guaranteed, 37 ; of members, 51, 
135, 140-142; of Annual Conferences, 64; of 
Quarterly Conferences, 67, 68; of traveling 
preachers, 124, 136-138; of local preachers, 129, 
138-140. 

Arbitrations, 98, 133-135. 

Articles of Religion, 9-26 ; cannot be changed, 30. 

Baptism, article on, 20; ministration of, to infantSy 

188-193; to adults, 193-201. 
baptisms to be recorded, ^,1^ 
baptized children, 4S, 104, 10b. 



Bible, only tuJB of fnltll BDd prsctioo, U, 31, 2 
Bible Society, Amerlesn, ez. 

trial, llS-nr ; ceiislrg to Irarol, In ; ai.i>J 



Bo^y of Christ, h 

per, m. 
Bool(AgeDla,62 
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Churches and parsonages, building, 46, 

curing, 46, 164-169. 
Church, laying the corner-stone of a, 224 

ication of, 231-237. 
Church-membership, how secured, 103, 

207 ; how forfeited, 31, 32, 129-135, 140- 
Circuits, stations, and missions, union anc 

of, 65, 66; duties of those who have cl 

70-74. 
Class-meetings, 78, 94-96. 
Class-leaders, 70, 94-96. 
Collections, class, 95, 96; public, 72, 73. 
Community of goods, not enjoined, 25. 
Complaints and appeals, 51. 
Conference, General, 32-38; Annual, 38-47 ^ 

trict, 47-50; Quarterly, 50-59; Church, 

See Annual Conferences, Church Con fere 

District Conferences, General Conference 

Quarterly Conferences. 
Conference Missionary Boards, 158. 
Conference records, 46, 47, 48, 53, 56. 
Confirmation not a sacrament, 19. 
'>>nstitution of the Missionary Board, 152-15S. 
'Orner-stone, form of laying a, 224-227. 
ourse of study, 46, 69, 75, 79, 81. 
redentials of expelled ministers, 142, 143. 
'OSS-bearing, 30. 
p of the Lord, 21, 22. 

icons— election, ordination, duty and prol 
of traveling, 79, SO *, \oca\, %^\ iorca. q>\ w^^ 
SS-246. 
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Extreme unction, not a sacrament, 19. 

Family and private prayer, 31. 
Fasting, 31, 70, 77. 

Fighting, general rule concerning, 27. 
Finance, Joint Board of, 100, 149-152. 
Free seats in churches, 159, 160. 
Free-will, article on, 14. 
Frugality, 30. 

General Conference—members, regulations, pow- 

ers, 32-38. 
General Rules, 26-32; how guarded, 37; to be 

read, 70. 
German missions, 154. 
Good works, article on, 15. 
Government, civil, duty to, 24, 25. 
Grace, means of, 31. 

Holy Ghost, article on the, 11. 

Holy Scriptures, article on the, 11, 12. 

Honesty, 28, 29. 

Image-worship, unscriptural, 17. 

Incarnation, article on, 10. 

Indian missions, 62, 154. 

Institutions of learning, provisions concerningi 

46,62. 
Itinerancy, how guarded, 37. 

Joint Board of Finance, 100, 149-1?^. 
Journals of Conferences, 46, 47, 4%, S5, ^^. 
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Law questions, how decided, 63-66, ' 

Lawsuits, rule concerning, 27. 

Lay representatives, 32, 33, 39. 

Leaders of classes, 70, 94-96. 

Lessons, Church, 107. 

Literary institutions, 46, 62. 

Local preachers, orders, 42, 52, 64, 8 
126-129 ; license and examinatioi 
84-86; labors, 87, 88; certificate o 
unacceptable or inefficient, 128,12 
138-140; credentials of expelled, 

Located preachers, 88. 

Lord's day not to be profaned, 27. 

Lord's Prayer in public worship, 108. 

Lord's Supper, article on, 20, 21 ; rul 
108; order for administration, 174 

Love-feasta. no. m 
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Ministry, attendance on the, 81; support of, 144- 

148. 
Minutes of Conferences, 46, 47, 48, 53, 56. 
Missionaries, provisions concerning, 62, 76, 80. 
Missionary Board, 62, 152-159. 
Missionary collections, 44, 156-159. 
Missionary schools, 154. 
Missionary Secretary, 153, 156j 157. 
Missionary Treasurer, 153, 157. 
Mission Board of each Annual Conference, 158, 1591 
Money, love of, denounced, 28. 

Oath of a Christian man, 26. 
Jbedience to civil rulers, 24, 26. 

)blation of Christ, article on, 22. 

>ld Testament, article on, 12, 13. 

Irders not a sacrament, 19. 
Ordinances to be observed, 31; forms to be used in 

administering, 108. 
Ordination of ministers, 61, 63, 79-82. 
Ordinations to be recorded, 63. 
Original sin, article on, 13, 14. 
Orphans and widows of ministers, provisions for^ 
43,150. 

Parental duties, 31, 104. 

Parsonages, 46. 

Pastoral visiting, 71, 72, 77, 78, 241, 242. 

Pelagianism opposed, 13, 14. 

Penance not a sacrament, 19. . 

Periodicals, 71, 72. J 

Poor, collections for, 95. 

Prayer, family, private, pubVc,?»\,1*>'^^'^-'^^^ 
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Prater-meetings, 100, 110. 
Pleach era in charfie. 70-74. 

CI Locnl PcMchers. 
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Ritnal to be used, 108. 

Bulers of the United States, article on, 24, 25. 
Bules, General, 26-32; how guarded, 37; to be 
read, 70. 

Sabbath-breaking, general rule against, 27. 

Sacraments, article on the, 18-20. 

Saints not to be invoked, 17. 

Scripture, duty of searching, 31. 

Scriptures, canonical, article on the, 11, 12. 

Securing churches and parsonages, 164-160. 

Self-denial and taking up the cross, 30. 

Self-indulgence forbidden, 28. 

Seminaries, provisions for, 46, 62. 

Sick, visiUug the, 78, 97, 241, 242. 

Sin after justification, article on, 16, 17. 

Singing, directions concerning, 106-109. 

Sin, original, article on, 13, 14. 

Slander denounced, 28. 

Songs, general rule concerning improper, 28. 

Spirituous liquors, rules concerning, 27. 

Statistics, 69, 71, 72. 

Stewards, District, 100. 

Stewards, Recording, 100. 

Stewards of circuits, stations, and missions, 96-09. 

Study, Course of, 46, 69, 76, 79, 81. 

Sunday-school Agent, 114. 

Sunday-school reports, 43, 67, 78, 118, 114. 

Sunday-schools, 43, 73, 113-116. 

Superannuated preachers, 43, 62, 84, 160. - 

Supererogation, works of, article on, 16. 1 

SuperinteadentB of Sunday-acYvooVa, ^. 

10 



Temperance, 27. 

Time, employing profitably, 77, 78. 

Tongues, speaking in unknown, article on, 18. 

Tracts, 63, 68, 72, 73. 

Transubstantiation opposed, 21. 

Traveling preachers— duties, 39, 40, 70-88, 104-11 
on trial, 41, 74-76, 124, 125; examination of, * 
45, 74-82; how appointed, 61-63,67, 69; adm 
sion of, 74-79; directions to, 77,78; ceasing 
travel, 88; trial, 117-125; appeal, 124, 186-L' 
unacceptable, located, 122, 123; credentials 
expelled, 142, 143 ; support of, 144-152. 

Trial of those who think they should preach, 
60; preachers on trial, how tried, 124, 125. 

Trials, Church— right of, guarded, 37; a Bisl 
115-117 ; a traveling iH*eacher, 117-125 ; a 1 
preacher, 125-129; a member, 129-135. 
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Wills and Deeds of Gift, 169-173. 
Word, or Son of God, article on, 10. 
Works of supererogation, article on, 1&, 18. 
Worldly-mindedness denounced, 28. 
Worship, public, duty to attend, 31; how to b« 
conducted, 106-109. 



Zeal, enjoined, 30, 77, 78L 
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A. H. BEBFOBB, Agent, 

BOUTirERN METHODIST PUBLISHING HO 

NASHVILLE, TENN., 

Will send by mail, prepaid, any of the 
lowing valuable works, on receipt of the j 
annexed, in current funds : 

A BIBLIOAL AND THEOLOGIOAL DIOT: 

ABY: Explanatory of the History, Manners 

Oostoms of the Jews and neighboring Nat 

With an Aoconntof the most remarkable placei 

persons mentioned in Sacred Scripture, an £x 

tion of the principal doctrines of Ohristianity 

Notices of Jewish and Christian sects and her< 

By Richard Watson. A new edition i revised 

enlarged by T. 0. Summers, D.D. Price $7 00. 

Tim latest, best, and most beantiful edition of 
noble work— a magnificent royal t)ctavo of 1113 
bound in sheep. In this edition mnltitudes of 1 
graphical and other erroitj which are fonnd in pre' 
editions have been corrected. Additions have 
made to many of the articles, and hundreds of orii 
articles have been added by the Editor. 

THE WESLEYAN PSALTER : A Poetical Ve 
of nearly the whole Book of Psalms. By the 
Ghas. Wesley. Versions of some of the Psab 
the Bev. S. Wesley, Sen., the Bev. S. Weslev, 
and the Bev. J. Wesley ; and Lists of Versioo 
various Authors. With an Introductory Essa 
Henry Fishi A.M. Price, 16mo sise— muslin, 50 
muslin, gilt extra, $1 ) Turkey morocco, fnU 
$2. In 24mo, muslin, 40 cts. 

T))e book is both poetically and tTVoeravhica 
perfect gem. 
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THEOLOQIOAL INSTITnTESi or, & Vlev of th* 
Evideiuwi, Doctrinva, Konb. ud Inrtltatlmu <f 
Christianity, By Biohani Wutaon, Edited liy T. 
0, Summen, D.D. Price $5 OD. 




Skny of our publications sent by mnlT 
pr«pald» OB reeelpt of tbe price* 

EOLHTESS: A Treatise on Sanotifioatioii, as set forth 
in tbe New Testament By T. 0. Summers, D.D. 

24mo. Price 40 otSi 

Of this book the Southern Methodist Quarterlf says: 
^Ability, perspicuity, precision, characterize his per> 
formance. His method and proofs are eminently strik- 
ing. The work is valuable as a doctrinal treatise, and 
is a seasonable addition to Methodist theological litera- 
tare. We commend it to the Chnrch, to all whose 
views are unsettled on the subject, and especially to 
those who differ with us concerning it. 

THE BUHDAY-SGHOOL TEAOHEBi or, the Cate- 
chetical Office. By T. 0. Snmmersi D.D. 18mo, 
pp. 144. Price 50 ots. 

This work discusses the most interesting questions 
connected with the Catechetical System— tlie Teacher's 
Qualifications. Difficulties, and Kncourageraents. It 
exhibits the obligations of pastors and teachers to the 
children of the Church, and shows how they may Im 
discharged. 

SERMONS OS YABIOUS OOOASIONS. By Bev: 
John Wesley, A.M. A new and revised edition, 
with oopions Indexes, by T. 0. Summers, B.D. 4 
vols. 12mo. Price in mnslin, $4 50— $5 00. 
Tliis is an elegant edition, got up expressly for the 
convenience of ministers, Sunday-schools, and family 
libraries. __^______ 

BEBEAVEDPABENTSOOHSOLED. ByBev.John 

Thornton. Oarefidly revised: with an Introduction 

and Selection of Irmcs for the Bereaved. By T. 0. 

Summers, D.D. Price, 24mo, muslin, 26 ots. In 

18mo, muslin, 30 ots. } muslin, gilt, 65 ots. 

This is an elegant volume. Its contents are adapted 
to administer comfort to the Jacobs and UhcIicIs who 
we*"p for their children because " they are not." They 
will Bcarcely '* reftise to be comforted" by the consola- 
tory topics sp judiciously ipteaenUd lu llvv* <i.xc<ilVi.^^ 
worlf. 
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oemg a defense of the Character, Lab 
ions of the Founder of Methodism agi 
representations of that publication. 
Watson. A new edition, with Notes 1 
1 mers«D.D. 12mo. Price $175. 

\ it is scarcely noccssanr to say tho '* Lift 

judicious bioffrapliy of Wesley, and th 
tions " are the nutst able dcfcnso of M 
\ MftliodiNin «*v(>r written . In answerinK 

• Watson answered a thousand HmalU-r i 

fltill reiMMtins: his misreprentations. Thi 
bet'ii carefully r«vined from the last Lot 
and a few editorial nott^s have Heen added 
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I -t fully to our own country and time 



A SERIES OF DISOOUBSES ON FUNI 
BELiaiOUS SUBJEOTS : including a 
Discourse on the Divine Bevelation 
Scriptures. By the Bev. W. Winans, ] 
by T. 0. Summers, D.D. 8vo, pp. 589. 
A ma^iificent book. It contains a bod. 

which neefis no other rocommendation th 

of the author. 
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